
LOYOLA UNIVERSITY NEW ORLEANS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING (1/4) 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2021 
IN PERSON: MONROE LIBRARY, MULTIMEDIA ROOM #2 

ZOOM LINK: https://loyno.zoom.us/j/95601818052?pwd=V1lmN0FQMDByeEw1czhvMEs2MUlaQT09 
 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16: COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14: BOARD CHRISMAS RECEPTION 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18: COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15: BOARD MEETING (2/4) 

AGENDA 

 

I. Opening Prayer        
 

II. Call to Order/Welcome      Shercole King 
President, Alumni Association 
 

III. Approval of Minutes       Shercole King 
 

June 28, 2021 
 

IV. Presidential Update       Tania Tetlow  
 

    
V. Office of Alumni Engagement Report     Laurie Leiva 

Assistant Vice President of 
Alumni Engagement 

   
VI. Committee Reports 

     
Chapters      Co-Chairs: Bea Forlano and Michelle Clarke 
Events      Co-Chairs: Melisa Rivera and Jenny Dyer 
Awards      Co-Chairs: Gene Hernandez and Curt Howard 
Recruitment & Retention   Co-Chairs: Danielle Dayries and Melissa Aucoin 
 

VII. Project Break-outs 
 
Adjutor Hominum 
 
Fundraising 
 
Nominating 

 
 
  

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://loyno.zoom.us/j/95601818052?pwd%3DV1lmN0FQMDByeEw1czhvMEs2MUlaQT09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1634146487389226&usg=AOvVaw0Hk6shf8KPknkM9OLcdTsv
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Meeting Minutes

Virtual Members in Attendance (26)
Linda Davis, Maria Pote, Frank Oliveri, Ruth Katz, Melissa Aucoin, Madeline Janney, Steven
Quaintance, Kelly Smith, Ann Guillory, Paul Muth, Nancy Lambert, Delaney Vollmer, Curt
Howard, Michael Davis, Eugenio (Gene) Hernandez, Shercole King, George Mentz, Jill Farrell,
Kaki Johnson, Kevin Casey, Leigh Thorpe, Leila D’Aquin, Meg Courtney, Michelle Dunnick,
Valerie Bernard, Troave’ Profice

Alumni Successes / Updates
President Katz’s daughter got married, and Melissa Aucoin started in a new position at the Good
Shepherd School.

Non-members in Attendance (4)
Laurie Leiva, Dominique Becnel, Garrett Lacour, and Ellen Yokum

Opening Prayer
The meeting commenced at 5:31 p.m. with President Ruth Katz leading with a prayer.

Call to Order/Welcome
● President Katz called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m.
● President Katz thanked all of the alumni board members for their creativity and flexibility

throughout a unique year and highlighted some of the great events held throughout the
year.

● President Katz discussed the success of Loyola Loyal Day and thanked the board for its
hard work and dedication.

● President Katz thanked the board committee chairs for their leadership and Loyola’s
alumni engagement team for its support.

● President Katz gave a special thank you to those rolling off the board for FY21 and
offered a warm congratulations to Shercole King and Gene Hernandez.

Approval of Minutes
Melissa Aucoin motioned to approve the meeting minutes from the previous meeting. Maria Pote
seconded the motion to approve the minutes. Previous meeting minutes were approved.

Committee Reports
Admissions (Ellen Yokum delivered report)

● Ellen provided a brief update on behalf of the admissions committee.
● In the Fall, Loyola will be welcoming its largest class in history. There are currently 999

deposits as of this week.
● Ellen discussed the pilot year for the Crescent City Connections program.
● The Alumni Engagement team is engaging in planning for Wolf Pack Welcome Weekend

and brainstorming event concepts for a goodbye reception for parents.
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● There will potentially be a call for volunteers to staff this event. President Katz asked
Ellen plans to keep the group updated on how it can support moving forward.

● The admissions office is hard at work planning recruitment and in-person college fairs.
● We will be keeping some components of Crescent City Connections. In the months to

come, Ellen will provide a summary report / wrap up.

Chapters (Ellen Yokum delivered report)
● Ellen let the group know that her and Stacey are scheduled to meet to discuss updating

the chapter volunteer handbook.
● Ellen discussed that they have established new email addresses for each chapter and are

working to stabilize and position each chapter for success.

Events (Shercole King delivered report)
● Shercole thanked everyone who participated in and planned all FY21 events.

Membership and Awards (Gene Hernandez delivered report)
● Gene reported that the slate was approved, and he thanked everyone who rolled off the

FY21 board for their service.
● Laurie Leiva shared the names and positions of the executive committee for the alumni

association board of directors for FY22.

Office of Alumni Engagement Report (Laurie Leiva delivered report)
● Laurie Leiva reiterated that Loyola recently accepted its largest class in university history

for Fall 2022 and is planning for full in-person classes.
● Loyola has announced that the COVID-19 vaccine is being required for all students.
● Laurie discussed student feedback about the positive aspects of online learning i.e.

recording lectures and getting to play them back for reference later. Professors are
working on incorporating the best aspects of digital learning into the Fall curriculum.

● Loyola is in the midst of the search process for a new dean for City College.
● Sharonda Williams was recently hired as the new general counsel for Loyola University.

She will be starting later this summer.
● Dr. Sheryl Kennedy Haydel was recently named the new director of the School of

Communications and Design.
● Laurie shared the dates, information and format for the Virtual Ignatian Retreat: July

26-31, 2021. The retreat will wrap up with virtual mass recognizing the feast of St.
Ignatius.

● A virtual cocktail seminar with Phil Green will be held on July 28, 2021 at 7 p.m.
Nonalcoholic options will be included in this demonstration.

● Laurie shared information about the cover story in the recent LOYNO Magazine.
● Laurie reported on the work of the Historic Naming Committee and opportunities for the

future.
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● Dominique Becnel to include further details about the virtual cocktail seminar when she
shares the meeting minutes.

● Maria Pote asked if we are planning to host a Society of 1912 dinner. Laurie provided
background that the Society of 1912 dinner was previously held in coordination with the
Board of Trustees’ annual meeting. The board has decided to meet in person three times a
year and forgo the December board meeting, meaning the Society of 1912 dinner will be
held during a different month: further discussion took place in the breakout rooms on
whether March would be a viable option.

● Valerie Bernard asked about the Jazz Brunch. Laurie explained that in the past, this event
has typically been held in September (during Hurricane season). The Jazz Brunch has
traditionally marked the start of the new board year. We are looking at the possibility of
also hosting this event in March instead of September.

● Laurie mentioned the potential of a past president’s luncheon. The executive committee
will discuss this further at its July planning meeting.

● Laurie gave a brief overview of each topic that will be included in the breakout
discussions. Leila D’Aquin expressed concern about the amount of events that typically
occur in the Spring already in New Orleans.

● The group discussed the date of Mardi Gras (March 1, 2022) and the fact that these
events would take place in the middle of Lent.

● Laurie asked for questions from the group before we broke into smaller discussion
groups. Michael Davis mentioned that no mass is currently on the schedule for Sunday.
Laurie thanked him for bringing this to the group’s attention and clarified that a mass
would be included in any weekend of events planned for March.

Breakout Discussions
Each group selected a notetaker and emailed feedback and discussion notes to
alumni@loyno.edu. The groups discussed the following topics:

● Topic 1: Orientation
○ Overall thoughts?
○ What should be included next year that was not included last year?

● Topic 2: Brainstorm Question - Reunion Weekend - March 25-27, 2022
○ Wednesday, March 23 to Thursday, March 24 - Loyola Loyal Day
○ Thursday, March 24 - 1912 Gala and Auction
○ Friday, March 25 and Saturday, March 26 - Class Reunion Dinners and Campus

Tours
○ Sunday, March 27 - Jazz Brunch and Audubon Tea Room

■ Is this too much for one week?
■ What can we do to get more people there?

Adjournment
Laurie adjourned the meeting post break out discussions at 6:30 p.m.

mailto:alumni@loyno.edu
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