Nola’s Sonic Landscape:
Chasing the Musical Experiences and Evolution of Public
Performance in New Orleans
MUGN O294-FC1 | Spring 2020
Instructor: Kate Duncan | Ofﬁce: Communications & Music Complex 201 | Email: kduncan@loyno.edu

Brief Course Overview
Students in this course will explore New Orleans' street music in all its forms. From musical
buskers to Mardi Gras Indian culture, vegetable men, and second line brass bands, students
will gain a new perspective on the evolution of both the city and its sonic landscape, within
which we are so deeply immersed. Lastly, in addition to learning about New Orleans' rich
tradition of cultural torch bearers, students will study the practice of performance and just what
makes these iconic sounds so lasting and revered.

Required Course Materials
Required readings and media will be provided within Blackboard digital course http://library.loyno.edu/services/online/student.php

Expected Student Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, you will be able to:
1. Demonstrate objective listening and observation skills towards public performance and sonic
aesthetics in urban landscapes.
2. Contextualize historical ﬂash-points and their impact on modern-day New Orleans public
musical performance and sonic experiences.
3. Explain the varied types of individuals and groups creating public sonic performance
experiences in current-day New Orleans.
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4. Employ critical thinking and ethical reasoning skills in discussing impacts of societal shifts
and legislature on public performance/music making

Week by Week Schedule
Week of...

Topics

What is Due & When

Feb. 2-8

1: Course Intro

What is “Street Music”? &
Observer vs. Participant

-Reading: WK1 Packet & Media
DUE 2/8

Feb. 9-15

2: In Person
Meeting & Ancient
History

How Troubadours became
modern day Buskers

-Reading: WK2 Packet & Media
-Discussion
DUE 2/14
-Quiz 1
DUE 2/16

Feb.16-22

3: Busking in the
Real World

Busking Etiquette &
Performance Aesthetics “in
the wild”

-Reading: WK3 Packet & Media
-Discussion
DUE 2/21
-Quiz 2
DUE 2/23

Feb. 23-29

MARDI GRAS
BREAK

--

--

Mar. 1-7

Week 4: In Person
Meeting

FQ & Treme Neighborhood
tour: Busking on Royal
St./BackStreet Culture
Museum/ Louis Armstrong
Park/ Congo Square/ I-10
Viewing Area

-Reading: W5 Packet & Media
-Discussion
DUE 3/13

Mar. 8-14

Week 5: New
Orleans Street
Sounds

Group 1: The Buskers

-Reading: W6 Packet & Media
-Discussion
DUE 3/20

Mar. 15-21

Week 6: New
Orleans Street
Sounds

Group 2: Mardi Gras
Indians/Babydolls/Skull &
Bones

-Reading: W6 Packet & Media
-Discussion
DUE 3/20

Mar. 22-28

Week 7: New

Group 3: Brass Bands & 2nd

-Reading: W7 Packet & Media
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Orleans Street
Sounds

Lines/Social Aid Clubs

-Discussion
DUE 3/27

Mar. 29-Apr.4

Week 8: New
Orleans Street
Sounds

Vegetable Men/Congo
Square drum circles

-Reading: W8 Packet & Media
-Discussion
DUE 4/
Quiz 3
DUE 4/5

Apr. 5-11

Week 9: Long Arm
of the Law

Evolution of laws for street
music and public
performance

-Reading: W9 Packet & Media
-Discussion
DUE 4/10

Apr. 12-18

EASTER BREAK

--

--

Apr. 19-25

Week 10: LAST
CLASS WEEK!
Government and
Soundscape
-In Person Meeting

The effects of changing city
plans and architecture

Quiz 4
DUE 4/26
-Final Synthesis Paper
DUE 4/26

Attendance Policy & Participation Expectations
This is an asynchronous style-online course, meaning your “attendance” is not mandatory on a
speciﬁc day and time each week, but is actually reﬂected in the completion of each week’s
module and required assignments and/or quizzes. Part of your course grade is to respond to a
prompt via discussion participation about each week’s topic – this is a very clear indicator of
your “time spent” on the material, and your grade will reﬂect that.
***Please note: Students will be asked to meet in person, as a chaperoned group, for one
afternoon (Sunday, March 1st) to tour several important sites pertinent to the class topics.

Site List:
1. Royal Street (FQ) Buskers
2. Backstreet Culture Museum
3. Louis Armstrong Park
4. Congo Square
5. I-10 Viewing Area - Laﬁtte Greenway
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Criteria for Assigning Course Grades:

Assignment Type

Total
Points

Percentage
Worth

Discussion Participation
(7 Online Discussions + 2 In-Person)

45 pts.

30%

Quizzes (4 total/10 pts. each)

40 pts.

30%

Final Synthesis Essay & Videos

60 pts.

40%

Total Semester Points

145 pts.

100%

Late Work Policy:
●

●

●

IF SICK - BEFORE THE DUE DATE: email professor that you are sick and unable to
complete a quiz or assignment on its intended due date. Please include your Doctors
note. Your professor will make a plan for an alternative due date without penalty.
UNDOCUMENTED LATE WORK: 20% deducted from assignment total if turned in
on/before the next week’s assignment due date. This does not apply to students with
prior approval.
ALL OTHER LATE WORK: 50% of total points deducted, if turned in after the next
assignment’s due date.

Letter Grades:
A 94.0-100.0

C 73.0-76.0

A- 90.0-93.0

C- 70.0-72.0

B+ 87.0-89.0

D+ 67.0-69.0

B 83.0-86.0

D 61.0-66.0

B- 80.0-82.0

F < 60.0

C+ 77.0-79.0
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General Policies:
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism
These regulations make up the Academic Honor Code for students at Loyola. This includes
deﬁnitions of academic dishonesty such as plagiarism, and the processes determining ﬁndings
of academic dishonesty and governing appeals. For more information, go to:
http://2019bulletin.loyno.edu/academic-regulations/academic-honesty-and-plagiarism
Ofﬁce for Accessible Education
Loyola is committed to offering classes that are inclusive. If you encounter disability related
barriers in a course, please let the Ofﬁce for Accessible Education (OAE) know immediately. To
ﬁnd out more about the accommodations process or if you need to discuss the
accommodations you may be eligible for, please see our contact information below.
Undergraduate and graduate students with last names starting with A-L may contact:
Samantha Pollard
Phone: 504-865-2070
Email: smpollar@loyno.edu
Undergraduate and graduate students with last names starting with M-Z may contact:
Dario Bayardo
Phone: 504-865-2108
Email: dbayardo@loyno.edu
Monroe Library, 2nd Floor 504-865-2990 (front ofﬁce) Email: oae@loyno.edu
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
Annually, Loyola University New Orleans informs students of the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act of 1974, as amended. This Act, with which the institution intends to comply fully,
was designated to protect the privacy of educational records. The Family Educational Rights
and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords students certain rights with respect to their education records.
http://academicaffairs.loyno.edu/records/annual-notice-students-ferpa
J. Edgar & Louise S. Monroe Library
Librarians and library staff are eager to help students with ﬁnding, accessing, evaluating, and
using books, journals, and many other information sources you might need for your
coursework. The Monroe Library has a faculty librarian assigned to each program of study. Get
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to know your liaison and all of the things he or she can do for you. Make an appointment for
help with your research paper or project. You can make an appointment to talk to a librarian in
person, over the phone or through virtual conferencing to get help with any aspect of a
research project. http://library.loyno.edu/

Information Technology
Information Technology provides on-campus computer systems assistance and technical
support to students, faculty, and staff, through the support units of client services, computer
services, distributed systems, telecommunications, and information management. Visit us
online: http://academicaffairs.loyno.edu/infotech/student-computing Phone: (504) 865-2255
Student Success Center
Located on the second ﬂoor of the Monroe Library, the SSC is the one stop shop for assistance
with academic success, writing, tutoring, career development and more. Go to
http://www.loyno.edu/success for more information.
The Ofﬁce of Writing and Learning Services (OWLS)
Located in the Student Success Center on the 2nd ﬂoor of the Monroe Library, OWLS offers a
centralized space for all tutoring on campus. Free peer tutoring is provided in a wide variety of
subjects, including mathematics, writing, science, and business. OWLS is a space where all
students come to gain conﬁdence and strengthen their academic skills. Visit us on the second
ﬂoor of the Monroe Library, call us at 865-2990, or make an appointment at
https://loyno.mywconline.com/
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