CHAPTER EIGHT
1998—Chen Tao: Assessing
the Potential for Violence

IN MARCH 1998, CHEN TAO (the name means “True Way™), a group
of Taiwanese living in Garland, Texas, near Dallas, captured the artention
of news reporters and law enforcement agents. The concern was whether
the Chen Tao believers would commit group suicide when their leader’s
prophecies were disconfirmed. In 1998, Chen Tao members were not
involved in violence or a confrontation with law enforcement agents, so
my presentation of the data in this chapter differs from the treatment of
the other groups in this book.

Hon-Ming Chen (42), reportedly a former social sciences professor,
lived with about 150 followers, including children, in houses they pur-
chased in Garland, Texas. Teacher Chen told reporters that they had moved
to Garland because Garland sounded like “God’s land.” Teacher Chen pre-
dicted that God would make a promotional announcement on Channel 18
on television sets worldwide on March 25, 1998, at 12:01 a.M. U.S. Central
Standard Time. In his television advertisement, God would announce his
forthcoming arrival at Teacher Chen’s address in Garland at 10:00 A.M. on
March 31. Teacher Chen said that when God appeared on March 31, at
3513 Ridgedale Drive, God would appear in a form that would look
exactly like Teacher Chen. To show that it was not Teacher Chen imper-
sonating God, God would demonstrate his ability to appear and disappear
at will, replicate his body to shake hands simultaneously with all who came
to greet him, and speak the languages of everyone present there. (Teacher
Chen spoke only Taiwanese Mandarin.) Teacher Chen said that God
would come at that time to offer salvation from the apocalyptic destruction
that would occur in 1999, by taking the faithful up from Earth in flying
saucers. Teacher Chen said that if his prophecies about God’s appearance
in Garland proved wrong, his followers could stone or crucify him.!






