
CHAPTER SIX 

1996- Th e Montana Freemen 

I am only here because of my mom. 
This is not something I am willing to die for. 
I haven't even started to live. 
-AsWey Taylor (16) as reported by Bo Gritzl 

The Potential for Violence 

The standoff on a wheat farm in Garfield County, Montana, from March 
25 to June 13, 1996, between FBI agents and a group of Christian Patriots 
known as Freemen corralled a group of people who had been waging war 
for approximately four years against law enforcement agents and the gov­
ernment. The Freemen were part of a revolutionary movement that aimed 
to overthrow the federal government, which they regarded as oppressive 
and satanic. As revolutionaries, the Freemen had sympathizers, but they 
had not gained a sufficient number of people willing to fight the revolution. 
Aware of being small in comparison to the armed law enforcement estab­
lishment, the Freemen utilized "paper warlare" to achieve their goal. The 
Freemen possessed guns and threatened violence against their enemies, but 
their primary weapons were "Common Law" documents; the Freemen 
placed liens against the property of government officials, judges, sheriffs, 
attorneys, and then issued Comptroller WarrantS (drafts) against the liens.2 

The Freemen's worldview was derived from the Christian Patriot 
interpretation of the Bible, the Magna Carta, the Declaration of Indepen­
dence, the pre-Civil War American Constitution, and other legal docu­
ments that they regarded as authoritative. The Freemen utilized their liens 
and drafts - which they regarded as valid - as weapons to battle the fed­
eral government and the Federal Reserve System, which they regarded as 
satanic "Babylon." As Christian Patriots and believers in a theology called 
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Christian Identity, the Freemen believed they were living in the period of 
the tribulation, the time of violence leading to armageddon, the final bat­
tle against Satan's agents. This would be followed by the Second Coming 
of Christ and the establishment of God's kingdom.) 

The ultimate concern of the Freemen was to establish an association of 
sovereign state republics free from federal authority, in which Yahweh's laws, 
given in the Old Testament, would be enforced. The Freemen emphasized the 
illegitimacy of centralized federal government and, conversely, the legitimacy 
of local governing structures, such as independent townships, Common Law 
courts, and the authority vested in sheriffs by these local instirutions. 

As revolutionary millennialists, the Freemen were part of a contempo­
rary Euro-American nativist millennial movement, or what scholars often 
call a "revitalization"4 movement. A nativist millennial movement consists 
of individuals who feel oppressed by a foreign colonizing government, 
believing that the government is removing the natives from their land and 
eradicating their traditional way of life. Nativists hope for an elimination of 
their oppressors and a restoration of their idealized past way of life. The ide­
alized past way of life may be higWy embellished, as is the case with Iden­
tity Christians, who identify themselves with the biblical Israelites and seek 
to create a government that enforces God's laws given in the Old Testament. 

Nativist millennialists are not necessarily violent; they display a 
range of behaviors, and they may fall intO the categories of millennial 
groups discussed in this book-fragile groups, assaulted groups, and 
revolutionary groups . Nativist millennial groups may become fragile 
and therefore initiate violence.s Nativist groups may await divine inter­
vention but find themselves assaulted by law enforcement agents who 
perceive them as being dangerous. 6 Nativists may be 
such as the Montana Freemen and their kindred in the diffuse contem­
porary Euro-American nativist movement. 

Euro-Americans certainly were not the original"natives" of North 
America. But the white Americans who participate in this Euro-American 
nativist millennial movement regard America as their native land from 
which they are being dispossessed. 

The Freemen were part of a Euro-American nativist millennial 
movement that is ongoing; they considered themselves to be an indige­
nous group that was being colonized and oppressed by a foreign gov­
ernment bent on exterminating their race, religion, and culture. 
The Freemen were fighting for survival and independence, and to estab­
lish a millenniaI kingdom they viewed as a return to their earlier culture. 
They aimed to restore the "united States of America," an association of 
sovereign state republics governed by Common Law derived from the 
Bible and the American Constitution. To accomplish this it was neces­
sary to demonstrate the illegitimacy of the "United States," which they 



f

160 HOW THE MILLENNIUM COMES VIOLENTlY 

believed had come under the control of the World Bank,s They believed 
that international banking institutions and the United States 
government were under the control of conspiratorial Jews. The Freemen 
were waging a war to regain control of sacred promised land, 
America. If necessary, the Freemen were willing to kill or die for their 
ultimate concern. 

The Freemen were part of a grassroots nativist movement of white 
Americans, many of whom call themselves Christian Patriots, and who 
may affiliate with Constitution and Common Law study groups, militias, 
and a variety of white supremacist organizations and religions including 
the white supremacist religion known as Christian Identity.9 The most 
committed of the Montana Freemen were Identity Christians, who advo­
cated white supremacy and believed that Jews, identified as the offspring 
of Satan, controlled international banking institutions and the United 
States government. The Freemen utilized their Common Law documents 
to wage paper warfare in order to destroy the federal government and its 
economic institutions. 

The Freemen's Common Law documents and financial instruments 
may be analyzed in terms of magic, which often is used in nativist millen­
nial movements. Magic consists of rituals (often involving speaking or 
writing words of power) that are believed to have the power to effect 
changes in the physical world. Magic, like other religious methods, is 
aimed at securing well-being. Participants in nativist millennial move­
ments often "imitate the behavior or organizational patterns" of the group 
that has conquered them in order to gain power over that government and 
its agents. lO The nativist aims to gain and utilize the invisible power that 
the dominating group appears to possess. The nativist aims to acquire 
that power in order to defeat the controlling government and to establish 
the natives' idealized past golden age. 

Michael Adas has pointed out that nativist millennial movements ll 

originate among people who feel oppressed by a foreign colonizing 
regime. They feel oppressed by taxation and other "extraction" methods 
utilized by the dominating government. These extraction methods result 
in the natives' loss of land, wealth, and their traditional way of life, and 
cause their downward mobility. The natives are in the position of losing 
the statuS and economic well-being that was available in their earlier way 
of life. They see their traditional way of life, often in villages and agrarian 
communities, disappearing. A nativist millennial movement may arise 
when the bureaucratic structures of a dominating government are viewed 
as oppressive and unresponsive to the needs and petitions of the natives. 
The natives do not believe they will receive a fair hearing or an adequate 
response from the courts and agencies of the oppressing government. 
Adas points out that nativist movements are often characterized by hos­
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tility toward ethnic groups who are perceived as benefiting from the dom­
inant government and its economy. If possible, the nativists will attempt 
to purge their land and culture of the hated ethnic people. Adas also points 
out that networks of communication are crucial for the development of a 
nativist millennial movement.l2 

While scholars have been accustomed to identifying and studying 
nativist millennial movements in undeveloped parts of the world where 
natives have responded to colonialism, the Freemen and the Euro-American 
nativist millennial movement of which they are a part are a nativist move­
ment of white people utilizing the means of communication available in 
the post-industrial world; radio, television, telephone, fax, Internet, email, 
and the World Wide Web. Although distinctive among nativist millennial 
movements because of their use of advanced technology, like other 
nativists, Euro-Americans are responding to deprivation of economic and 
social advancement in the "highly mobile society"u presided over by the 
hated dominating government. 

Journalist Joel Dyer locates an important source of this contempo­
rary Euro-American nativist movement in the hardships experienced by 
farmers and rural small business operators and workers during the 
1980s. During the 1970s, farmers were encouraged by bankers and Farm 
Home Administration agents to take out large loans to increase the size 
of their farming operations. But, in 1979, Federal Reserve Chairman 
Paul Volcker decided to curb inflation by raising interest rates . Property 
values dropped while the interest rates on loans increased. Farmers were 
unable to make profits on their produce, and they were subjected to 
high taxes. Multinational corporations took adyantage of the farmers' 
plight by buying up their repossessed farms at low prices and consoli­
dating much of American farmland into the holdings of a few corpora­
tions. These same multinational corporations determined the prices 
farmers could obtain for their produce. The farm crisis also caused the 
failure of numerous businesses related to the farming industry. Dyer 
highlights the fact that federal decision makers typically live in cities 
and are unconcerned and unresponsive to the plight of rural people. He 
also criticizes the news media for failing to report the ongoing crisis in 
rural America. J4 

Due to the continuous anxiety and unending work, resulting only in 
the loss of one's farm, way of life, and identity, the rate of suicide among 
farmers has gone up dramatically. Dyer argues that while suicide is an 
expression of anger turned inward, numerous rural people have begun to 
turn their anger outward and direct it against the federal government, its 
policies, and agents. American farmers' despair was expressed in the fol­
lowing letter written by Darrell and Sally Frech in 1989. Darrell Frech 
subsequently became a Common Law activist and teacher. 
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Dear Sir: 
No one can ever begin to imagine the stress, strain, frustra­

tions, and total helplessness that the American farmer has had and 
felt the last few years in trying to stay afloat and fight the farm 
credit system. You get so desperate you do not know what to do 
or even where your next meal for your kids will come from. 

We personally have been fighting Federal Land Bank of Enid 
and Wichita for the last seven years. FLB lied, cheated, and 
frauded us. One farmer by themselves can not fight them through 
the courts. So where do you rurn to for help? 

We wanted to give up so many times and walk away. You take 
your frustrations out on each other and on your family. You are 
always under tension. You can't afford insurance, doctors, Or any­
thing. This stress and strain causes arguments, divorces, and extra 
problems with children. This desperation often causes murder 
and suicides. They can not face failure and losing the fa.mily farm. 

Our Plea is this, make the Farm Credit System, especially the 
FLB accountable to someone! No entity should be allowed to do 
these things to anyone and not be punished. If a borrower was 
free to sue the Farm Credit system and for punitive damages, they 
would straighten up their act. A federal grand jury investigation 
needs to be called to investigate their dealings, contracts, and why 
their illegal charges, debits, and credits appear and disappear at 
the touch of a button. Please make the Farm Credit System 
accountable to someone! 

Darrell and Sally Frech, 198915 

Increasingly, instead of turning their anger inwards, farmers, small­
business owners, and other Americans threatened with downward mobil­
ity have become receptive to the message of the radical right that their 
hardship is the result of an international conspiracy of Jewish bankers, 
who have gained control of the federal government and who aim to profit 
from the suffering of hardworking Americans. In the 1990s, a California 
farmer named Tim explained this view. According to Tim, "This kind of 
injustice [death and foreclosure] is going on all over the country ...." 

It's what happened to the folks in Montana [referring to the 
antigovernment group called the Freemen, who were involved in 
an eighty-tbree-day [sic] standoff with the FBI in 1996, and it's 
what happened to me. That's why LeRoy [LeRoy Schweitzer, the 
leader of the Freemen] was arrested. He was teaching people how 
to keep their farms and ranches. He was showing them that the 
government isn't constitutional. They foreclose on us so they can 
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control the supply. What they want to do is control the 
Christians. They'd like to kill us aiL 16 

The Freemen's resistance to the federal government began in 1992 
when Rodney Skurdal, a former Marine, bought a farm in Musselshell 
County, near Roundup, Montana, and initiated paper warfare by filing 
Common Law documents. His documents included a "Citizens Decla­
ration of War" against "foreign agents" in the "country of Montana." The 
Musselshell County attorney became so frustrated in dealing with Skurdal's 
cases that she resigned. In July 1994, the Montana Supreme Court limited 
Skurdal's access to the courts and fined him $1,000 for filing «meritless, 
frivolous, vexatious" Because Skurdal did not pay federal 
taxes, his property was legally siezed in 1993 and put up for sale, but no 
one attempted to remove Skurdal from his farm. 

In late 1994, LeRoy M. Schweitzer moved in with Skurdal, and in 
early 1995 Daniel and Cherlyn Petersen did as well. They collaborated in 
waging war against Babylon by filing legal documents that expressed their 
understanding of Common Law. A sign on Skurdal's property warned, 
"Do Not Enter Private Land of the Sovereign.... The right of Personal 
Liberty is one of the fundamental rights guaranteed to every citizen, and 
any unlawful interference with it may be resisted." They taught other peo­
ple their understanding of the Common Law and how to fight the federal 
government with Common Law documents. In late 1995, fifteen drafts 
issued by Schweitzer ranging in value from $2,600 to $91,000 were suc­
cessfully passed. The Schweitzer drafts were used by individuals to make 
child suppOrt payments and to buy trucks and cars. The Freemen issued 
threats against law enforcement officers who attempted to limit what the 
Freemen considered to be legal activities. The local sheriff did not attempt 
to move against Skurdal and his colleagues, saying, "These people want to 

be martyrs. "18 

The Freemen in Roundup became acquainted with the Clark family, 
who lived on a 960-acre wheat farm near Jordan in Garfield County, Mon­
tana. In 1981, after accepting almost $700,000 in federal aid, the Clarks 
stopped making payments on federal loans, and by 1995 owed $1.8 mil­
lion. The bank foreclosed and sold the farm at a sheriff's auction in April 
1994, but the Clarks refused to vacate their family farm. 19 

In January 1994, the Freemen, including Skurdal and Petersen, seized 
control of the Garfield County courthouse and held a meeting to set up a 
local government. Richard Clark presided as judge and charged the judge 
who had ruled against the Clark family with contempt. According to 
Richard Clark, "We've opened our own common law court and we have 
the law back in the county now." Shortly thereafter, the Freemen posted 
flyers in Garfield County advertising a bounty of $1 .million for the arrest 
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of the sheriff, the county attorney, and the judge. The sheriff asked a Free­
man if he could turn himself in and collect the reward. The Freeman 
replied that he do that, but the sheriff would be tried, convicted, and 
hung. The sheriff in Jordan arrested Freemen every now and then but 
made no attempt to take all of them into custody. County attor­
ney Nick Murnion filed charges against the Freemen for impersonating 
public officials and committing "criminal syndicalism," defined as "advo­
cating violence or terrorism for political purposes ." The Freemen contin­
ued their revolution against the government.20 

In February 1995, Murnion successfully prosecuted William Stanton 
(64) for criminal syndicalism. Stanton had lost his ranch in foreclosure and 
blamed his misfortune on the government. After Stanton's conviction, the 
FBI alerted Murnion, the Musselshell County attorney, and the judge who 
had convicted Stanton, that the Freemen were planning to kidnap a judge, 
try, convict, and hang him. On March 3, 1995, a Musselshell County deputy 
stopped Freemen Dale Jacobi and Frank Ellena for driving without a 

plate and driver's license. The deputy discovered in the vehicle 
thirty sets of handcuffs, rolls of duct tape, $60,000 in gold and silver, and 
$26,000 in cash. After Jacobi and Ellena were arrested, three Freemen 
came to the Roundup jail and demanded the items that had been seized. 
Other armed Freemen were outside in two cars. After all were arrested, 
the sheriff's office received hundreds of threatening calls. Most of the 

21charges were dropped because of the search procedures. 
FBI agents kept the Freemen under surveillance, but they attempted 

to avoid violence subsequent to their botched handling of the Branch 
(see chapter 4) and Weaver family cases. 

The cabin of Randy and Vicki Weaver at Ruby Ridge, Idaho, was 
under surveillance in August 1992, when two federal marshals got into a 
gunfight that killed Deputy U.S. Marshal William F. Degan (42) and the 
Weavers' son, Sammy (14). The gunfight began when the Weavers' yellow 
Labrador, Striker, discovered the armed marshals dressed in camouflage 
combat suits. Striker was killed, and shots were exchanged between the 
marshals, Sammy Weaver, and a Weaver family friend, Kevin Harris. 
Sammy was shot in the back as he tried to run away. Randy Weaver was 
an Identity Christian and an army veteran who had trained his children 
in the use of firearms . The Weaver family had taken refuge in the Idaho 
mountains and were armed for self-defense during the expected tribula­
tion . Randy Weaver was wanted for failing to appear in court on a charge 
that he had illegally sawed off shotguns and attempted to sell them. 
The FBI Hostage Rescue Team (HRT), commanded by Richard Rogers, 
surrounded the Weavers' cabin and did not notify the Weavers of their 
presence or ask them to surrender. Nor were the Weavers apprised that the 
FBI had changed its normal rules of engagement; the FBI snipers were 
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instructed to shoot to kill any armed male adult they saw. An FBI agent 
fired shots at Randy Weaver and Kevin Harris when they came outside, 
and this resulted in the killing of Randy Weaver's wife, Vicki (42), as she 
stood behind the cabin's front door, holding their baby. After a ten-day 
siege, Randy Weaver, his friend Kevin Harris, and Weavers' three young 
daughters surrendered. Subsequently, Randy Weaver and Kevin Harris 
were acquitted of murder and conspiracy charges in a federal court. In 
1995, the federal government, without admitting wrongdoing, paid the 
Weavers' three daughters $1 million each and gave Randy Weaver $100,000 
in settlement.22 

The killings of Randy Weaver's wife and son at Ruby Ridge in 1992 
and the deaths of the Branch Davidians in 1993 provoked a strong reac­
tion among right-wing white Americans, some of whom organized into 
militias and prepared to do battle with federal agents utilizing excessive 
force against civilians. The majority Christian Patriot view is that militia 
members are law-abiding citizens "who only want to protect themselves 
and their neighbors should federal agents begin breaking down doors in 
their neighborhoods. The militia are the law enforcement when the gov­
ernment becomes But revolutionary individuals commit acts 
of domestic terrorism. In October 1995, sabotage caused the derailment of 
an Amtrak passenger and a note nearby, signed " Sons of Gestapo," 
condemned federal handling of Ruby Ridge and Waco .24 On April 
19, 1995, the second anniversary of the Branch Davidian fire, a federal 
office building in Oklahoma City was ripped apart by a bomb that killed 
169 and injured about 600. The Oklahoma City victims were depicted 
in the news media as worthy victims, and the world was shocked by 
a photograph of a rescuer carrying out the bloodied corpse of an infant. 
In 1997, Timothy McVeigh (29), an Army veteran of the Persian Gulf 
War, was found guilty of committing the Oklahoma City bombing and 
given the death penalty. At his trial, McVeigh's defense attorney pre­
sented evidence concerning the Branch Davidian tragedy, implying that 
McVeigh was motivated to take revenge against federal agents for the 
deaths of the Davidians .2s 

FBI agents did not move quickly against the Montana Freemen, despite 
pleas for assistance from the local sheriffs and county attorneys.26 The 
Freemen continued their Common Law and financial activities and contin­
ued making threats against law enforcement agents. In April 1995, Skurdal 
wrote in a document, "This is a holy war." He saw it as a conflict involv­
ing "God's laws vs. man-made laws ."27 

In September 1995, Skurdal, Schweitzer, and other Roundup Freemen 
formed a convoy of six vehicles and drove 150 miles to the Clark farm 
near Jordan. The Clark farm was designated "Justus Township," with its 
own Common Law court and officials. JustUS Township became a cen­
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ter, seminars were given on the Freemen tactics of issuing liens 
and drafts . the Freemen taught an estimated 700 to 800 people 
their understanding of the Common Law. The primary teachers were 
LeRoy Schweitzer, Rodney Skurdal, Daniel Petersen, and Dale Jacobi.28 

The Freemen attracted like-minded locals and outsiders to settle in Jus­
tus Township. 

Finally, neighbors became fed up with the Freemen. They planned a 
meeting to discuss taking action against the Freemen, such as cutting their 
telephone lines and closing the county road to the Clark farm. The Freemen 
resolved to fight back to defend themselves and their government. Report­
edly, at a meeting, Schweitzer outlined the plan: "We'll travel in units of 
about 10 outfits, four men to an most of them with automatic 
weapons, whatever else we got-shotguns, you name it. ... We're going to 
have a standing order: Anyone obstructing justice, the order is shoot to 

kiH. "29 An undercover agent, Special Agent Timothy J. Healy, saw "Wanted, 
dead or alive" posters for public officials inside Justus 

On Monday, March 25, 1996, LeRoy Schweitzer and Daniel Petersen 
were arrested by Healy and four other agents while they were away from 
the farm's main buildings inspecting a newly installed ham radio antenna. 
On the following Saturday, Richard Clark, who had been away from Jus­
tus Township when the standoff began, turned himself 

FBI agents took a totally different approach with the Freemen stand­
off than the one taken with the Branch Davidians. Attorney General Janet 
Reno announced that there would be armed confrontation, no siege 
and no armed perimeter."32 FBI checkpoints were established out of sight 
of the Clark fann houses. Relatives were permitted to visit regularly. The 
Freemen and news reporters were able to meet at the perimeter and 
exchange information. FBI agents brought in about forty-five third-party 
intermediaries.33 Two sympathizers, Stewart Waterhouse and Jon Barry 
Nelson, drove to Justus Township and joined the At his hear­
ing, Daniel Petersen predicted that the Freemen standoff would be "worse 
than Waco. The Freemen were revolutionaries prepared to fight against 
evil Babylon and the "Agents of Satan."36 After the eighty-one-day stand­
off concluded, Colorado state Senator Charles Duke, who had served as a 
third-party intermediary, released to the media an audiotape he had recorded 
in Justus Township. On it Freeman Russell Landers said, "We' re not here 
in this logistically defendable position as fools. We' re guerilla warfare and 
I'm sorry, Charlie, but I feel very strongly about this, and they can take 
their (expletive) warrants and shove 'em right up their (expletive) where 
that 30-0-6 [sic] (rifle) of mine is gonna drill 'em." Duke reported that 
each of the Freemen waS armed. Duke also recorded Freeman Edwin 
Clark expressing his fears of falling into federal custody. Clark asserted 
that when LeRoy Schweitzer was temporarily taken to a prison medical 
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facility, Schweitzer had an encounter with a physician: "A 
New York City come in and told Leroy: he says, you 'll never see the light 
of day. And he says, I'll guarantee you before you leave here I'm gonna 
inject you with a, with a deadly ah...dose of cancer." Edwin Clark made 
the following assertion about another jailed comrade: gave him a 
lethal dose of 'no brains ' when he come back."37 

The Freemen counted on help from revolutionary allies in the diffuse 
Euro-American nativist millennial movement. A Michigan militia leader, 
Norm Olson, told the media that the "second American Revolution" 
would begin at Justus Township, and he called on militiamen across the 
nation to prepare to do battle, but militia support for the Freemen did not 
materialize in significant strength.38 

The eighty-one-day Freemen standoff was handled in a low-key man­
ner by FBI agents and, thus, it ended peacefully, but throughout the 
standoff there was the possibility of violence. The FBI resolved the stand­
off peacefully when they offered terms to the Freemen that permitted 
them to remain true to their ultimate concern-the most important thing 
in the world to them-while being taken into custody. 

The Cast of Characters 

The Freemen were a group of individuals, some more assertive than others, 
who held the opinions of jailed LeRoy Schweitzer in particular esteem, and 
acknowledged his expertise in Freemen Common Law. 

Russell Landers stands before the Justus Township seal as he explains principles of 
Freeman Common Law in a videotape given to reporters. (AP Photo) 
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B. It is necessary to realize that "religious" and are not
 
synonymous. Freemen may be very or 
but very rdigious. Religion appears to be the primary button
 
which contro'ls decision making for a number of these "un­

savory" people. 

C. Any escalation of the use of force will definitely convince the 
religious Freemen that the enemies of God's true people are corn­
ing against them. This will increase religious fervor among them 
and result in their drawing closer together and hunkering down 
to withstand the perceived threat, like for their faith. 

Arnold concluded by offering to "analyze firsthand the Freemen's 
religious motivations in order to facilitate a 'surrender plan."'129 

On May 23, 1996, I sent a fax, ent.itled "ultimate concerns, something 
to die or kill to Dwayne Fuselier in Montana, with copies faxed to 
John Hogan in the Justice Department, and to the FBI Academy. I defined 
ultimate concern as "the most important thing in the world, either for an 
individual or a group," and stressed that even people who appeared to be 
secular, such as communists or Nazis, had ultimate concerns. The Free­
men's ultimate concern, "the restoration of the 'true' constitutional gov­
ernment," was derived from their understanding of the Bible and God's 
will. The Freemen did not want to die, but they were willing to do so if 
necessary. "They believe what they are doing is necessary to achieve well­
being, if not for themselves, then for their loved ones." It was possible that 
different individuals in Justus Township had different ultimate goals. For 
instance, the Clarks appeared to have the ultimate goal of maintaining 
ownership of their land. I stressed, "Any negotiation with the Freemen has 
to make offers to them that will enable them to be true to their ultimate 
goal(s)." Otherwise, the Freemen would not come out. I stressed that if 
actions taken by the FBI convinced the Freemen of the impossibility of 
achieving their ultimate goal, the Freemen might choose to resort to vio­
lence, rather than give up their ultimate concern. They might commit a 
group suicide/murder and/or attempt FBI agents. I emphasized that, 
although the Freemen had committed crimes, it did not mean they were 
not religious: "They are so commined to achieving their ultimate goal(s) 
that they view criminal acts as legitimate methods to achieve their ultimate 
concern(s)." Negotiations to be successful must "address the Freemen's 
ultimate concern(s) and enable the Freemen to remain true to what they 
deem to be the most important thing in the world."130 

On May 23, Jean Rosenfeld sent a fax to John Hogan in the Justice 
Department stating that intermediaries such as Gritz and Duke had no 
"critical distance" on the right-wing Christian Patriot worldview and that 
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professionals trained to analyze worldviews were needed on site. More 
information needed to be provided to Religious Studies scholars. Rosenfeld 
also recommended that the scholars be involved in debriefing after the 
standoff was resolved "to optimize policy for future events.. . ."131 

On May 23, the FBI brought in generators in preparation for cutting 
off electricity to Justus Township. The portable generators were to keep 
electricity flowing to nearby farms.132 

On 24, I spoke John Hogan by telephone and advised him 
that the Religious Studies scholars had not been given sufficient data to 
analyze and that the FBI negotiators had not made optimum use of our 
expertise. In this eonversation, I utilized Anthony F. C. Wallace's term 
talization movement to explain that the Freemen were a nativist millennial 
movement seeking to overthrow an oppressive government in order to 
return to their idealized golden age. To indicate the manner in which gov­
ernment agents typically react to revitalization movements, I mentioned 
the execution of Jesus by the Romans because they believed that Jesus was 
a "Zealot"who advoeated the violent overthrow of Roman rule. 

On May 24, Representative Karl Ohs rode on horseback into JustuS 
Township and spoke with the Freemen. 133 Arnold, Rosenfeld, and I did 
not realize it at the time, but Ohs was emerging as the third-party inter­
mediary who could simultaneously empathize with the Freemen's world­
view and maintain the necessary cognitive distance to analyze it. That 
Ohs was able to do this is a tribute to his intelligence, humaneness, and 
honor. Ohs concluded that Gritz and Duke had failed as intermediaries 
because they were more concerned with their own political agendas. 
Ohs, who was running unopposed for his second term in the state 
House of Representatives, said he had no motive other than to prevent 
loss of life. 134 

On May 25 in a New York Times article, Duke and Gritz warned mili­
tiamen and Christian Patriots not to come to the aid of the Freemen. Gritz 
again called for a "nonviolent" strike against Justus Township and waS 
quoted as saying, "It's time the FBI began to act like the FBI. " 135 

Michael Barkun was invited by the FBI to come on-site in Montana, 
but he was unable to do so because of prior commitments in London. 136 

Phillip Arnold was invited to come to Montana. Coincidentally, while 
Arnold was on-site in Montana from May 28-31, the Freemen refused to 
communicate with the FBI. FBI agents offered Arnold the chance to 
speak by telephone with the Freemen in preparation to going inside Jus­
tus Township, but the Freemen refused all calls. Arnold served as a liai­
son with Jean Rosenfeld and other members of the Religion-Crisis Task 
Force during that time. The FBI did not provide additional information 
to Jean Rosenfeld directly, but relied on Arnold to communicate with 
her. Rosenfeld continued to fax her analyses to the 
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While in Montana, Arnold was given more information about the 
Freemen and their views. He was put in touch with Lynn Nielsen, Gloria 
Ward's sister, and he was able to speak with Janet Clark, who was still 
making regular visits to Justus Township. Arnold spent a great deal 
time discussing the importance of religion and worldviews with 
FBI negotiators. Arnold protested the agents' tendency to discount reli­
gion as only a cover for illegal activities or as only the product of psycho­
logical needs. Arnold stressed again that religion was ultimate concern and 
that the Freemen's beliefs had to be taken seriously for negotiations to be 
successful. Arnold advised that terms offered to the Freemen had to take 
into account the Freemen's religious beliefs and ultimate concern.

Prior to cutting the electricity to JUStUS Township on May 31, 1996, 
the FBI brought in armored cars and helicopters, stating that they would 
stand ready in case a rescue became necessary. The June 1 Associated Press 
report stated: "The FBI stressed that it has continued consult a variety 
of non-federal experts in a bid to persuade the Freemen negotiate a 
peaceful solution. "139 

The FBI cut the power to Justus Township on Monday, June 3, 1996. 
Justus Township had its own generator, but it could provide electricity for 
only a few hours a day. Meanwhile a local rancher was circulating a peti­
tion urging the FBI to use" reasonable force" to end the standoff. 140 

A major breakthrough occurred on Thursday, June 6, when Elwin and 
Gloria Ward left Justus Township with Gloria's two daughters, Jaylynn and 
Courtnie. What had it taken to get Gloria Ward to exit Justus Township? 
When Phillip Arnold was in Montana, he had spoken at length with Gloria 
Ward's sister, Lynn Nielsen. Initially, Nielsen denied that her sister was 
gious, but after speaking with Arnold, Nielsen went to Utah to ask the jailed 
John Chaney, the Wards' spiritual leader, to encourage the Wards come out. 
Chaney asked for time alone so that he could pray. Afterward he wrote a let­
ter to the Wards saying that God had revealed to him that the Ward family 
should come out of harm's way. The FBI permitted the letter to be delivered 
to the Wards inside Justus Township. This revelation from God mediated 
through the FBI was the primary factor prompting the Wards to come out. 

Gloria Ward found that her fortune changed quickly once she was 
outside Justus Township. To induce Gloria Ward to come out, the Utah 
state charges were dropped against her, and Lynn Nielsen was given tem­
porary custody of the girls, but on June 7, a Utah judge gave the girls into 
the custOdy of Robert Gunn, the father of Courtnie. Gloria Ward angrily 
predicted that her predicament would adversely affect the outcome of the 
standoff, but it did not seem to have an influence.14L 

The negotiations with the remaining Freemen, particularly with 
Edwin continued. Both the elderly Clark brothers had medical 
problems, and there was the on-going health problem of Edwin's son, 
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Ward (on right) is escorted out of Justus Township with her two daughters, Courtnie 
Joy Christensen (10) and Jaylynn joy Mangum (8). Americans who said the FBI should have 
used force the Freemen overlooked the fact that children were inside justus 
Township. (AP Photo) 

Casey. The Clark family finally decided that their ultimate commitment 
was to each other's well-being instead of to their land. Subsequently in 
court, Edwin Clark and Casey Clark continued to demonstrate commit­
ment to Freemen ideology, but the Clark family's primary commitment 
was to each other. Edwin Clark from this point emerged as the Freeman 
who persuaded the others to leave JustuS Township. 

How were the other Freemen-the "do or die" ideologically 
Freemen- persuaded to come out? Phillip Arnold had recommended that the 
FBI bring in as intermediaries attorneys familiar with Freemen Common 
Law interpretations. OnJune 10, three attorneys affiliated with the rightwing 
CAUSE Foundation, Kirk Lyons, Dave Holloway, and Lourie Salley, were 
brought to Justus Township. In 1993, Kirk Lyons had offered to assist the FBI 
in the Branch siege but had been rebuffed. Ever since the begin­
ning of the Freemen standoff, the CAUSE attorneys had been offering to 
assist the FBI. They were able to serve successfully as third-party intermedi­
aries because they understood and spoke both the language of the Freemen's 
Common Law and the legal language of the federal establishment. By their 
account, the three CAUSE attorneys quickly discerned that the Freemen 
would exit Justus Township only if they had the approval of LeRoy 
Schweitzer. On June 11, the three attorneys accompanied Edwin Clark as he 
was flown to Billings, where he met in jail with LeRoy Schweitzer. An 
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unnamed government source told the Associated Press that had to 
become at peace with LeRoy about it. He didn't want to go forward without 
checking with LeRoy Schweitzer approved the five terms for the 
Freemen's exit, and sent an audiouped message to his colleagues in JustuS 
Township saying that it was time to take their into the COUrts.142 

On Wednesday, June 12, a self-assured sixteen-year-old Ashley Tay­
lor, also known as Amanda Michele Kendricks, came out of JustUS Town­
ship. She looked relaxed with the FBI agents and very happy to be out. 
But the plan to resolve peacefully the standoff was endangered on June 12, 
when Dean Clark and a friend drove tractors ontO the property and began 
plowing. They left when FBI agents asked them to stOp.143 

On June 13, 1996, the sixteen remaining Freemen peacefully exited 
Justus Township. Prior to coming out, they spent the entire day catalogu­
ing and packing up all their papers, evidence for their defense. The boxes 
were put on a Ryder rental truck driven ontO the property by Represen­
tative Karl Ohs. Ohs was the person they trusted with their evidence. 
About 11 :00 A.M., Kirk Lyons and Lourie Salley lowered the upside-down 
American flag and raised a Confederate battle flag taken from the wall of 
the Freemen's schoolroom. Thus, the CAUSE attorneys signaled to their 
friends that they had successfully answered the Freemen's distress call; the 
Freemen were coming out. At about 6:00 P.M., Edwin Clark escorted 
the Freemen, twO at a time, to FBI vehicles. The Freemen did not con­
sider themselves to be surrendering, because they did not acknowledge 
the authority of the FBI or the federal government. As the Freemen were 
arrested by the FBI agents, the Freemen delivered arrest warrants to the FBI 
agents for operating outside the FBI's jurisdiction. the FBI's treat­
ment of the Branch Davidians in front of the news cameras, the Freemen 
left with dignity and were not handcuffed, put in leg irons, or dressed in 
prison clothing. An FBI agent in a Suburban at the end of the caravan dis­
creedy waved a small American flag for the news cameras. After the 
voy left for Billings, FBI agents lowered the Confederate 

The FBI received immediate public criticism for being "tOO nice" to 

the Freemen and for not taking aggressive action, but FBI agents achieved 
a breakthrough in dealing with a revolutionary nativist millennial group. 
The FBI avoided exacerbating the Freemen's dualism (us versus them per­
spective) and sense of persecution, and they found a way for the Freemen 
to be taken intO custOdy while simultaneously permitting the Freemen to 

preserve their allegiance to their ultimate concern. 

The Millennial Goal Preserved 

The Freemen were never made to feel that it was utterly impossible to 

achieve their ultimate concern. After the angry departures of Bo Gritz and 
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Charles Duke, the Freemen realized that the Christian Patriot militias were 
not going to come to their aid, and therefore they would not be able to 

ignite the second American Revolution. FBI agents maintained a low-key 
presence and applied pressure cautiously. The primary reason the Freemen 
agreed to come out ofJustus Township was that they were enabled to do so 
in a manner in which they could remain true to their ultimate concern. They 
did not surrender to the authority of the United States's federal government. 
The Freemen did not abandon their battle to establish the true "united 
States" consisting of sovereign state republics and townships; they merely 
changed the venue of their fight from Jusrus Township to the federal courts. 

After the resolution of the standoff, CAUSE attorney Kirk Lyons 
revealed to the press the five terms that had been negotiated; 

1.	 Representative Karl Ohs would take custody of the Freemen's
 
evidence and publish a signed statement to that effect in the
 
three Montana newspapers.
 

2.	 Each of the Freemen who wished an attorney's assistance
 
would retain 51 percent control of his or her own case with
 
co-counsel. Co-counsel would have to agree to be sworn in
 
according to the Freemen's Common Law system, and swear to
 
fight for "unfettered and unobstructed subpoena power."
 

3.	 The federal government would not oppose bond for Emmett
 
and Ralph Clark if their health warranted release from prison.
 

4. Supporters and co-counsel would work to ensure that the
 
incarcerated Freemen could meet together.
 

5. Arraignment would be with co-counsel after being sworn in. 

Lyons reported that CAUSE Foundation attorneys would not repre­
sent the Freemen, but that they had agreed to look for attorneys with 
whom the Freemen could As one official summarized the deal, 
"They wanted to choose their own public defenders outside the govern­
ment system and control their own evidence-which of course were 
things they were already entitled [to] under the law. Once assured they 
would retain control over their court defenses, and that their evidence, or 
what I would term their scripture, "147 was in safekeeping, the Freemen 
came out of Justus Township to argue in court that the federal legal sys­
tem was illegitimate - just as other Freemen were already doing. The 
Freemen's battle against Babylon would be fought within the belly of 
the beast-the federal court system. 



itzer

,"

U.S.

.

:

Freemen

.C.

Texas

,"

Standoff

,

that

S

FBI

:

Religious

he

216 HOW THE MILLENNIUM COMES VIOLENTLY 

164. Clair Johnson" "Freemen judge hires data expen," Billings Online, 
August 14, 1996. 

165. Clair Johnson, found guilty in tax case," Billings Gazette Online, 
September 11, 1996. 

166. Associated Press, Montana Freemen Reuters (AOL), January 
11 , 1997; "Calif. men taught by Freemen found guilty of Reuters 
(AOL), February 6, 1997, 

167. Associated Press, discussed support for Freemen," Billings Gazette 
Online, 24,1997; Associated Press, "Jury seleCtion starts in terrorism 
trial," Billings Online, March 4, 1997; William Stimson, militia 
members guilty of bombings, robberies," Reuters (AOL), July 23,1997. 

168. Associated Press, "FBI Discusses Atlanta Probes," Reuters (AOL), June 9, 1997; 
Kevin Sack, Increasingly Sure of Between Bombing Inci ­
dents," New York Times (AOL), June 10, 1997; Pierre Thomas (Washington 
Post), "Letter is thread tying bombings together, " New Orleans Times-Picayune, 
June 10,1997, A-I0. 

In October 1998, Eric Robert Rudolph (32) was charged with three 
bombings in Atlanta. Rudolph earlier had been charged with bombing a Birm­
ingham, Alabama, abortion FBI agents had been searching an area in the 
North Carolina mountain wilderness for Rudolph, and at writing, he has 
remained large . "Fugitive charged in Olympic, bar bombings," New Orleans 
Times-Picayune, October IS, 1998, A-12. 

169. Jo Thomas, Arrests Linked to Militia Plot to Attack Army Bases," New York 
Times (AOL), July 23 , 1997; Associated Press, Militia Planned Army 
Attacks," Reuters (AOL),July 23,1997. 

170. Clair Johnson, resolute in against trial," Billings 
Online, 23, 1997.
 

171. Associated Press, "Trial of Freeman Leader Begins," Reuters (AOL), 
14, 1997.
 

172. Associated Press, creates scene in Freemen trial, " Billings 
Gazette Online, 15,1997. 

In February 1997, Russell Landers and a colleague, James Vincent Wells (58), 
were convicted of using Freemen financial documents to purchase vehicles 
that they took to Justus Township. Landers was sentenced to 30 years in prison 
and ordered to pay $183,961 in restitution. Wells was sentenced to 12 years in 
prison, and ordered to pay $214,768 in restitution, Associated Press, con­
victed in Freemen financing case," Billings Gazette Online, February 22, 1997; 
Associated Press, Sentenced Montana Freemen Case," Reuters (AOL), 
August 27, 1997. 

173 . Sam Howe Verhovek, Independence Group Has Serious Face," New 
York Times (AOL), January 24, 1997. 

174, "Republic causing stir in W. Texas," Dallas Morning News article kindly for­
warded to me via email on January 15, 1997, by Jean Rosenfeld. 

175. <http://www.republic .netlrot/> 26, 1997. 
176. Gerald A. Carroll, "Cease Fire Will Allow Chance to Argue Texas 

Media Bypass Magazine, June 1997, at <http://www.4bypass.com>. This article 
was kindly forwarded to me by Linda Collette. "Separatists end standoff peace­
fully," Dallas Morning News <http:www.dallasnews.com>(May4. 1997); 

negotiators find 'determined patience' pays," Morning News, 
May 5,1997.

Richard McLaren was conviCted in 1997 on state kidnapping charges and 
sentenced to 99 years in prison. He also faced federal mail-fraud charges. Bill 

1996-THE MONTANA FREEME'N 217 

Lodge, "Separatist tells jury: 'I believed ': Group's currency was touted as legal, 
he says," Dallas Morning News, April 3, 1998. 

177. Associated Press, "Separatist arrested in Texas," New Orleans 
September 20,1997, Associated Press, "FBI Arrests Separatist Fugitive," 
Reuters (AOL), September 20, 1997. 

178. Freemen influence: Some jail inmates spout ami-government rhetoric," 
Billings Online, August 19, 1997. 

179. Clair Johnson, "Freemen to serve papers on Maxwell," Billings Gazette 
Online, May 8, 1998. 

180, Christian Patriot writer J. Patrick Shannan could not understand why the 
Freemen suddenly decided they would be treated fairly by the judiciary." 
He theorized that the brought in by the FBI, may have been CIA 
machines that emitted microwaves "capable of altering the mind and confusing 
the individual. .. . I n Other words, Shannan resorted to the brainwashing theory 
to explain why the Freemen inexplicably decided to Township . 
See Shannan, Freemen, 51-52. 

181. Associated Press, negotiator explains strategy of Freemen peaceful resolu­
Billings Gazette Online, June 22,1996. 

182. Personal communication from J. Phillip Arnold, July 1996. 
183. Jayne Seminare Docherty has noted in personal communications that in the 

event of future standoffs, right-wing revolutionaries in the United States will 
not believe assurances they will be permitted to argue against the legitimacy 
of the federal government in federal coun. Right-wingers have noted the silenc­
ing of the Freemen and McLaren in the federal courts. 

184 , Personal communication from Jayne Seminare Docherty. 
185. The papers presented by Eugene Gallagher, Lonnie Kliever, Jayne Seminare 

Docherty, Stephen O 'Leary; and myself appeared in Nova The Journal of 
and Emergent Religions 3, no. 1 (October 1999). My paper was emi­

tied, Studies Scholars, FBI Agents, and the Freemen Stand­
off," 36-44. 

186, Jayne Seminare Docherty has used phrase in her conversations with FBI 
agents, and she has used this phrase in her dissertation. See Jayne Seminare 
Docherty, the Parties Bring Their Gods to the Table: Learning the 
Lessons from Waco," Ph,D. diss., George Mason University, 1998. Docherty 
derived this phrase from Phillip Lucas, Future Wacos Might Be Avoided: 
Two Proposals," in James Lewis, From Ashes, 209-12. Docherty also dis­
cusses Robert D. Baird's concept of religion as "ultimate concern" in her disser­
tation. 


