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The failure of Aum Shinrikyo to achieve its ultimate concern and to
establish the millennial kingdom by recruiting large numbers of people
to become shukkesha led Asahara to resort to the tactic of recruiting new
members and increasing the fervid commitment of devotees by preaching
the imminent end of the world. Predicting armageddon and moving its
date closer led to the necessity of preparing to create armageddon, because,
according to Asahara, a Buddha could not err in his prophecies. Asahara
and the other leaders became bold in their quest to destroy existing Japan-
ese society, since there were no repercussions from the death of Majima in
1988 or the murders of Taguchi and the Sakamoto family in 1989. The vio-
lent coercion of members and even nonmembers to donate large sums of
money to Aum was spurred by the sense that armageddon was imminent;
extreme measures were necessary to build the Shambhala kingdom. Their
dualistic perspective, us versus them, the good warriors of spirituality ver-
sus the evil world contaminated by materialism, dehumanized people
whom Aum members deemed unworthy or who were blocking the
accomplishment of the salvation kingdom. Asahara’s poa doctrine ratio-
nalized that killing unbelievers, traitors, or enemies of Aum benefited the
victims, since the guru took on their bad karma and, thus, enabled them to
achieve rebirth in the higher realms.

Shoko Asahara drew on two distinct religious traditions highly con-
ducive to authoritarianism—the Judeo-Christian apocalyptic tradition
that radicalizes one’s relationship with the ordinary world and has given
tremendous authority to messiahs in many times and places, and the Hindu
and Buddhist siddba tradition, in which the guru cannot be questioned
because the guru is God (in Hinduism) and one’s salvation depends on
total surrender and obedience to the guru. The remarkable degree of death
and destruction accomplished by Aum Shinrikyo devotees resulted from
the combination of these two religious traditions within the cultural con-
text of respect for authority in Japan.!??

In contrast to the American context, Aum Shinrikyo had free rein in
Japanese society to kill numerous people and develop weapons of mass
destruction due to lack of scrutiny by law enforcement agents. In reaction
to government abuses prior to and during World War II, Japanese law
enforcement agents did not typically investigate religious organizations or
conduct covert intelligence gathering by undercover work or wiretap-
ping.1%° The report of the National Police Agency in 1996 concluded that
police officers lacked expertise in religious groups and in the types of
weapons Aum’s scientists were developing. It also noted that Japanese
police were not centralized and did not have authority to conduct investi-
gations in other prefectures. The Tokyo Metropolitan Police were unable
to search Aum’s Kamikuishiki headquarters in Yamanashi Prefecture.
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There was no national investigative unit in Japan, such as the FBI in the
United States.!3!

While Japanese law enforcement agents were oblivious to the criminal
activities of Aum devotees, Aum Shinrikyo acquired the means and the
will to carry out armageddon. The sarin gas attacks in Matsumoto on June
27, 1994, and on the Tokyo subway on March 20, 1995, had the short-
term aims of neutralizing Aum’s enemies and protecting Aum’s mission of
creating the Shambhala kingdom. Therefore, the violence committed by
Aum devotees was motivated by the organization’s fragility and the
endangerment of the ultimate concern. Fortunately, Aum devotees did not
have the opportunity to carry out their revolutionary plan to fight
armageddon in November 1995.
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