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Bioremediation for New Orleans

by Jap Aoy

Atthe stat of this spring semester, LTCAP s Frrrironmertal Action derted me to an opporhaty
to combite biology atd sociologyin a projectthat could greathy benefit Hew Otleans and the au-
rouding ateas. This opportanity was a Cotnon Grouand’s biotethe distion effodt that would eme
ploy low-cost teckrigaes to cleanup toxing (like lead, arsenic, oil, andpesticides) that Hurricane
Elatrina spread aroundthe city. Bioreme diation uses the nabaral processes of living orgarisins to
extract toxns from the ground, break them down into harmle ss components, or bind them up irto
the soil so that they are newtralize d

If not cleaned up, sodlin various areas of Greater M ew Orleans may ben-
safk to play oy, gardenin, or live. There are bioreme diation methods that
irvolre the use of bacteria-rich lepaid, fungt, and plants. These arenot ex-
pensive to execute, bt determining which species are most appropriate in
the Mew Otleans areafor cleating iy toxing itdrodice d by Hurric ane
Elatrina, & well as todns present in most utbhan ervrironmetite— this is an
expensive and laborious process. Most everyday gardeners and home owners
do not have the baclkground to kow how to deal with the contamdnation, mani

not do they have the flands to determine the best practices. With Conumon

grounud, [ hope to petform extensive soil testing with different combinations of these methods sd
species will reveal strategies that will allow the every residerd of the greater Mew Chleans areato
cleariup bis of her green space with confidence.

Oiice the guesswork is eliminated T plan to publish the most effectire combinatiors will be de-
seribed itna “how to deanup your backyard” marnaal, that will sugzed effective bioremedistion
techtrigues depending on toxin combinations’concentratiors and irtended 2oil use.

Recruitment for Fall ‘06

Just a reminder. . "1l soonbe asking for wolunteers to recnt next yeat’s incoming social justice
schiolars. As you have dotie in thepast, "Il be asking for wlunteers tophone anddor e-mail each
of the students who have been offered the social justice schiolarship to give them more informa
tiorn about our learning comeandty and to answer any questions they might have aboat 313,
Lowola, and HNew Orleans.

Speaking with 318z oererdly sterding Lovola may be more importart than ever before as sta-
detits atud theit parents tmay not only be coteerned sboat the traneition from high school to the
urdversity ard the scholarship recuarements bt also about the challenges of our post-Fatrina
etrrironmert here in New Orleans. rs Dir. Ilerminio






