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Introduction:





Almost all acquisitive crimes are economic based property offenses.  Most instrumental crimes are for-profit offenses, and many violent acts - expressive aggression excluded - are intended to produce monetary gain.  Few crimes of passion however, return a pure economic benefit, or yield financial reward.  Who among us really believe that street criminals - the more dangerous predatory variety - really calculate their Return on Investment (ROI) utilizing a full set of cost-benefit variables?





Only in theory are “law violations inversely related to the threat of legal punishment”.  The rational choice model of criminal decision making is a fundamental, but flawed, premise of perceptual deterrence.  In the place of objective judgments, our culture has substituted FEELINGS.  Ie, “Just Do It”, or, “It’s OK if it feels good”.  Criminals tend to subscribe to this same philosophy.





In reality, offender decisions to perpetrate, or not commit a particular predatory crime, will logically precede both (1) target selection, and (2) actual commission of the selected crime.  This decision making process is inconsistent with traditional theoretical models.  Prior experience with the criminal justice process is believed to have reinforced this belief in youthful violators. 





Opportunity (a crime of) explanations fail to account for the chronic offenders’ famous “situational rationality” because acquisitive offense actors believe that they will not be caught anyway, or, if ever, will receive only minimal punishment.  This is both the perception and the reality.





What is deterrence?  Example:   Warning sign: ‘TRESPASSORS are shot;                                          


                                Survivors will be prosecuted” 





Where did it originate?		Judeo-Christian values acquired from    


Biblical tradition of deterrence to evil.  Believers in saints and sinners all know where the evil doers will wind up.





Why is it important?	Example:	A small retail store operating on a


6% margin of profit will have to make up $ 16.00 in sales to offset every one dollar in shoplifting loss.


(.06 X 16. = $ 0.96)


Deterrence Models:





Bad folks have to be dissuaded from wrongdoing by various means that work to discourage some of the people, some of the time.  There is no such thing as pure, zero-failure, one hundred percent, perfect crime prevention.  There is only crime deterrence!  Asset protection and loss prevention efforts are little more than attempts at situational crime prevention by influencing a person’s free will.  Crime control is just another of the myriad myths that we wish would come true across society and in our criminal justice administration.





“Don’t do the crime if you can’t afford the time” sounds like good advice to us reasonable, ordinary citizen types, until we learn that the average offender’s thought sequences are characteristically  illogical and deficient.  This does not mean that the crooks are not successful, dangerous, or efficient predators.  Since criminals tend to be remorseless, they are different, by definition; hard to understand, and often impossible to effectively control.  Some of the crime abatement initiatives enjoy cyclic/seasonal success in ce
