Six Feet Under: The American Way of Death

ENGL V194 W51

Eight-Week Summer Course M2008

Professor Mary A. McCay and Brad Petitfils, Instructional Technologist

Bobet 202 and Monroe Library 103

Ext. 2910 and Ext 7132

mccay@loyno.edu and bpetit@loyno.edu
Course Description: “Six Feet Under: The American Way of Death” is a multi-disciplinary approach to analyzing and writing about television. Students watch episodes of Six Feet Under, examine critical articles on the series in the text, Reading Six Feet Under: TV to Die For, edited by Kim Akass and Janet McCabe and examine Jessica Mitford’s American Way of Death (1963). The class will analyze why Americans fear death, how we deal with death and dying in the family and in the community, and how mortality defines individual and cultural identity.

Course Goals and Objectives: The course will help students understand the impact that television has on our cultural and personal notions of identity and assist them in critiquing popular culture television series, namely Six Feet Under, in order to make a critical evaluation of American society.

Learning Outcomes:

· Students will learn to watch television critically.
· Students will learn actively on line through chat rooms, discussion boards, and individual assignments.
· Students will learn to write about the way television impacts our lives.
· Students will learn to read analytical articles about television critically.
How This Course Serves the Goals of the Common Curriculum:  
1. It develops critical thinking and writing skills through discussion board, chat rooms, and analytical papers and essay exams.

2. It fosters research skills through research on characters for power point presentation.

3. It illuminates cultural traditions surrounding death in American to make students aware of different cultural approaches to mortality within the larger culture.

4. It fosters a connection among disciplines, most specifically religious studies, sociology, and English.

5. It fosters an ability to reflect on and critique presupposed values latent in our world.

Required Texts:

· HBO Series Six Feet Under.  This series will be on reserve in the library and streamed online.

· Kim Akass and Janet MCabe: Reading Six Fee Under: TV to Die For. Listed on calander as SFU

· Jessica Mitford:  American Way of Death
Required Assignments:

· Mandatory set-up meeting and introduction to course.
· Weekly Chat Room  5% of course grade.  Chat Room meets every Wednesday from 6-8
· Weekly Discussion Board 5% of grade.  Discussion posts due every Thursday before noon.
· Weekly Reading Quizzes 10% of grade. Quizzes due every Monday before noon.
· Weekly Worksheets on episodes of Six Feet Under 10% of grade. Worksheets due every Friday before midnight
· Weekly video lecture and notes posted on Blackboard will be required. You must watch both each week.
· Two Analytical papers submitted online.  See due dates below
· One Power Point Presentation on an episode not covered in the lectures and readings. See due date below
· One mid-semester and one final exam. See due dates below
· Weekly Trivia Quizzes to encourage students to watch other episodes in the series Extra Credit.  

Absence and Late Work Policy:

Since this course is online, students must turn in all work on time.  Assignments disappear after the deadline, so late work cannot be accepted. The deadlines are clearly listed on the calendar below, and students must discipline themselves to keep to the schedule.  If you have trouble getting work in on time, perhaps this course is not for you.

Accommodation Policy:  A student with a disability that qualifies for accommodations should contact Sarah Mead Smith, Director of Disability Services at 865-2990 (Academic Resource Center, Room 405 Monroe Hall). A student wishing to receive test accommodations (e.g. extended test time) should provide the instructor with an official Accommodation Form from Disability Services during the first week of class.

All assignments, television episodes, and written assignments will be posted on Blackboard.

Calendar:

	Week
	Reading Assignment
	Papers and Exams
	Television Episodes
	Other Work

	June 2-8
	SFU, Ch. 1

SFU, Ch. 3
	
	
	See Required Assignments, above for weekly assignments.



	June 9-15
	SFU, Ch. 5

SFU, Ch. 6
	
	
	See Required Assignments, above for weekly assignments.



	June 16-22
	SFU, Ch. 9

SFU, Ch.10
	
	
	See Required Assignments, above for weekly assignments.



	June 23-29
	Students must complete reading of Mitford’s American Way of Death
	Mid-semester exam due Friday, June 27
	
	See Required Assignments, above for weekly assignments.



	June 30-July 6
	SFU, Ch. 11
	Paper #1 due Thursday, July 3
	
	See Required Assignments, above for weekly assignments.



	July 7-13
	SFU, Ch. 12
	
	
	See Required Assignments, above for weekly assignments.



	July 14-20
	SFU, Ch. 13

SFU. Ch. 14
	
	
	Power Point Presentation posted online by noon on July 20

	July 21-27
	SFU, Ch. 15

SFU, Ch. 16
	Paper #2 due Thursday, 7/24
	
	See Required Assignments, above for weekly assignments.



	July 28-31
	
	Final Exam
	
	


