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The World of Blade Runner

ENGL V294-051

Title:” The World of Blade Runner

Freshman Seminar.  Students must apply for the course through the Dean’s Office

Mondays: 4:55-7:35  
Students will be given dinner or snacks during the class. The class will meet in Bobet 221

Professor: Mary A. McCay

Phone: 865-2910

Cell: 858-9348

e-mail: mccay@loyno.edu
Office:  Bobet 202

Office Hours:  Mondays 3:00-4:45, Wednesdays 8:30-9:30, and by appointment. If you want an appointment, call Lynda Favret at 865-2552 for a time.

This course is an Advanced Common Curriculum course. It will approach the topic of what makes us human and what social structures determine our place in the world. We will investigate those issues through the three editions of Blade Runner and through essays that discuss issues of individual identity, social structures, philosophical, psychological, and religious issues of personhood and free will, sociological issues of the city and its environment, the environmental damage of global warming, post-colonialism, migration, and political concerns about space, race, and class.

Blade Runner is considered by many critics to be the darkest, most influential Science Fiction film ever made. It combines many different film genres, such as film noir, the western, the detective film, the frontier story, and others; however, it does far more than that, asking questions about our past, our culture, and deeply held prejudices that force us to deal with how we live in the world and how we treat others in that world.

Goals and Objectives of the Course:

· To examine issues of identity

· To understand causes of racism and discrimination

· To discuss philosophical and religious issues of personhood

· To study the influence the urban environment has on individuals and social units

· To discuss issues of environmental fragility and damage

· To focus on the values that allow each individual a right to autonomy and personhood

Ways in Which the Course Fulfills Goals of the Common Curriculum:

· Students will learn effective skills in writing, speaking, and research through essays, class discussions and presentations, and a final writing project. 

· Students will develop critical and analytical reasoning skills through careful reading of texts, analysis of the three films, and through class debates on issues.

· Students will gain an understanding of philosophical and religious traditions through studies of different philosophical and religious lectures on how different traditions deal with personhood.

· Students will gain an understanding of how historical, political, social, and technological forces have shaped their world. 

· Students will focus on a commitment to social justice by applying the lessons learned from the treatment of androids to their own world and by creating a plan for social action to end racism and discrimination in their own sphere of influence.

Texts:

Blade Runner: The Ultimate Collector’s Five-Disc Edition.

Philip K Dick: “Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep.”

Robert Young. Postcolonialism. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003

Kerman, Judith B. Retrofitting Blade Runner, 2nd ed. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1997. Essays not listed below are all in this book. Those below will be posted on Blackboard..

Selected Essays listed below:

· Barad, Judith. "Blade runner and Sartre : the boundaries of humanity." In: The philosophy of neo-noir / edited by Mark T. Conard. Lexington, Ky: University Press of Kentucky, 2007. 

· Barns, Ian. "The Human Genome Project and the Self." Soundings: An Interdisciplinary Journal, 1994 Spring-Summer, 77:1-2, 99-128.

· Brooks, Christopher K. "'More Human Than Human': In Search of the Human Condition." Journal of American Culture vol. 11 no. 4. 1988 Winter. pp: 65-71.

· Cevrier, Yves. "Blade Runner: or, the Sociology of Anticipation." Science-Fiction Studies vol. 11 no. 1 (32). 1984 Mar. pp: 50-60.

· Davis, Mike. Beyond Blade Runner: urban control, the ecology of fear Westfield, N.J. (PO Box 2726, Westfield NJ 07091) : Open Media, c1992.

· Fitting, Peter. "Futurecop: The Neutralization of Revolt in 'Blade Runner.'" Science Fiction Studies, 14:3 (Nov. 1987).

· Gravett, Sharon L. "The Sacred and the Profane: Examining the Religious Subtext of Ridley Scott's 'Blade Runner.'" Literature-Film Quarterly v26, n1 (Jan, 1998):38 (8 pages). 
Assignments:

I have discussed some assignments below in methodology but all are listed here.

· Weekly Response Paper, Students must write a 300- word response to a discussion question given each week. They will have several questions to choose from. This response will be due at the beginning of class each Monday.

· Students will write three 500-word critical responses to three of the articles listed above. Due dates: September 22, October 20, and November 24.

· Students will do a film analysis paper using mise-en-scene analysis to support their argument about the film (750 words). Due date: November 3.

· Students will do a wiki presentation on how the film illustrates some aspect of one of the disciplines discussed in class. These presentations will be given during the last class; we will invite all the speakers to join us

· Students will write a final essay discussing how they have put their learning to use in the world in which they live (1000 words). Due date: December 5.

The following faculty members have agreed to speak on the issues cited above from the perspective of their disciplines:

Ted Arroyo:  Social Justice Issues relating Blade Runner to Issues of Migration and New Orleans 
Boyd Blundell:  Religious issues in Blade Runner. 
John Clark:  The Philosophy of Environmentalism and Blade Runner
Barbara Ewell: Feminist Issues and Blade Runner 
Marcus Kondkar:  The Sociology of the City: Class and Race in Blade Runner
Connie Mui:  Existential Issues in Blade Runner
Marcus Smith:  Colonial and Post Colonial Issues in Blade Runner
Robert Thomas:  How to Save a City Blade Runner and New Orleans
Rationale:  Blade Runner is a cult classic that has undergone three revisions. Students will see all three versions, one produced in the early eighties, one produced in the early nineties and one produced in 2007, in order to understand how our world has changed in the past three decades.  We need to ask if our attitudes towards others and our sense of self have been impacted by globalization. Are we more respectful of other cultures; are we less accepting of imperialism and colonialism? Do we understand other cultures any better than we did in the early eighties?  All these questions and the issues cited above make Blade Runner an excellent text for freshmen coming to a Jesuit University because it requires that we look closely at how seriously we take our mission statement.

Method:   We will do film analysis of the three productions of Blade Runner read articles from Retrofitting Blade Runner and others listed above. Students will be required to write weekly responses to the class discussions, three critical responses to three different critical articles. We will also do  analysis of  scenes in each for the productions in order to see changes in the film and in the subtexts of the films.  Students will research one discipline discussed in class (philosophy, religion, politics, sociology, environmental studies, women’s studies, or psychology) in relation to the film and do a wiki presentation for the class that incorporates the visual messages of Blade Runner with the issues of the discipline. A final paper will examine how each individual student has used the knowledge gained in the class in a real world situation. The class will meet as a seminar every Monday from 4:55-7:35. 

Assessment of Learning Outcomes:  

· Since this is an English course, all writing will be assessed for content, style, coherence, and grammar. Students will be required to revise papers that do not meet the standards of Freshman English.

·  Weekly Response Papers: All response paper questions will also become part of class discussion and students will be expected to participate in those discussions. The papers and discussion will be assessed for critical thinking skills

· Critical Essays on readings will be evaluated in terms of comprehension and analysis of the target articles. Analysis of arguments and positions will be assessed.

· Class Discussion is important; students should come to class with texts read and other work completed. It is important that you articulate your positions clearly

· WIKI: Students will also be evaluated on the way in which their WIKI  illustrates what the film and readings have taught them about a specific discipline.

· Student Final Paper on how knowledge gained in the class affected students’ actions in the real world will indicate how students have put their learning and the Loyola mission into action.

· Absences: Since this class meets only once a week, only one absence will be allowed without penalty. After that absence, student’s final grade will be lowered one grade (from A to B+, from B+ to B, etc.) each absence will reduce the grade one grade more. Fours absences will constitute a reason for the student to fail the course. Please do not come to class late; it is annoying, and, if I am sufficiently annoyed, I might just count you absent.

· Late and make-up work.  There is a clear schedule of when work is due. The 300-word response papers must be turned in at the beginning of class each week. I will disregard the lowest response paper grade, but I will not accept late responses because the papers are the basis for class discussion. Late critical papers on articles and the film analysis paper will be docked one grade for each day late (A-B+, B+-B, etc.) Each day refers to each day, not each class day.  WIKI presentations cannot be done late as they are due on the last day of class and students must be prepared for their presentations. Final assessment paper must be turned in on time or a grade cannot be assigned. If this paper is turned in late, student will receive an Incomplete and the paper will be docked one grade for each day that it is late.  If you have any questions about this policy, please ask me to clarify. Do not go through the course not understanding your obligations and then saying the rules were not clear.
If you need accommodation, please call Sarah Smith (865-2990) in the Academic Resource Center (Monroe 405) for the forms you must bring to your instructors.  You must have your documentation in order to get an accommodation.
Weighted Grades:

Response Papers:  The total will add up to 25% or final grade

Critical and Film Analysis Papers:  25% of final grade

Class Discussion (this means being prepared and actually participating): 10% of final grade.

WIKI and WIKI Presentation: 20% of final grade

Final paper: 20% of final grade.

There will be no final exam

Calendar:

Unit One: Political Science and Sociology of the Film: the 1982 Version of Blade Runner as a basis for readings in Retrofitting Blade Runner in order to discuss Dystopian societies and to understand the city as a focus for political and social unrest, racism and discrimination. Discussion of Environmental issues in BR.

Week 1, August 25:  Introduction to the course and to the speakers. We will discuss the importance of Blade Runner, and review how to use blackboard. You will meet other faculty who will be speaking to you over the course of the term.

Week 2, September 1: Watching 1982 version of the film, discussion of film issues Please read Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep I realize this is Labor Day, but evening classes meet. We will watch the film and discuss Dick’s novella.  You will do your response paper on the text.
Week 3, September 8: Reading: “ Subverting the Disaffected City,” Cevrier, Yves. "Blade Runner: or, the Sociology of Anticipation." Science-Fiction Studies vol. 11 no. 1 (32). 1984 Mar. pp: 50-60. Marcus Kondkar 

Week 4, September 15:  John Clark: The environmental issues in Blade Runner.

Week 5, September 22:  Robert Thomas: Reading: Davis, Mike. Beyond Blade Runner: urban control, the ecology of fear Westfield, N.J. (PO Box 2726, Westfield NJ 07091): Open Media, c1992.
Unit Two: Philosophical and Religious Issues of the Film: Discussion of the 1991 version of Blade Runner, the Director’s Cut: We will focus on philosophical issues of personhood, boundaries of identity, and existential issues of identity.  We will also focus on religious issues of the film.

Week 1, September 29: 1991 Version of Blade Runner   Lessons on WIKI, Brad Petitfils 

Week 2, October 6: Reading: “Androids as a Device for Reflection on Personhood” and Speciesism and Sexism in Blade Runner,” Gravett, Sharon L. "The Sacred and the Profane: Examining the Religious Subtext of Ridley Scott's 'Blade Runner.'" Literature-Film Quarterly v26, n1 (Jan, 1998):38 (8 pages) Boyd Blundell
Week 3, October 13: Reading: “Memories, You’re Talking about Memories,” Brooks, Christopher K. "'More Human Than Human': In Search of the Human Condition." Journal of American Culture vol. 11 no. 4. 1988 Winter. pp: 65-71. Barad, Judith. "Blade runner and Sartre: the boundaries of humanity." In: The philosophy of neo-noir / edited by Mark T. Conard. Lexington, Ky: University Press of Kentucky, 2007: Connie Mui. 

Week 4, October 20: Practicing WIKI, mid-semester discussion, and evaluation

Unit Three: Final Cut of Blade Runner. Post Colonial and Women’s Issues in the Film:  Readings from Postcolonialism and from Essays listed above that relate to issues of gender discrimination.

Week 1, October 27: Final cut of Blade Runner

Week 2, November 3: Blade RunnerPost Colonialism issues, Marcus Smith. Read Postcolonialism.

Week 3, November 10: Women’s Issues, Barbara Ewell Read “Metahuman ‘Kipple’ or Do Male Movie Makers Dream of Electric Women?”

Unit Four:  Three Weeks:  Social Justice Issues:  relating the film to the world of New Orleans and the experiences of the students.  Jesuit mission discussion and discussion of Mission a film about the Jesuits in South America during the colonization by Spain. We will relate that film to what is happening in the off-world colonies that are a backdrop for Blade Runner

Week 1, November 17:  The Mission

Week 2, November 24: Ted Arroyo; how Blade Runner relates to Jesuit mission, issues of migration.

Week 3, December 1:  WIKI presentations and final issues. 
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