ENGL A370-W51

How to Read a Film

Spring 2008

Online Course

Instructor: 
Mary A. McCay

Office:

Bobet 202

Phone:

Ext. 2552 (office), 891-4107 (home: please do not call after 10 P.M.)

Office Hours:  
Since I will be in the Dean’s Office this spring, call Lynda Favret (2552) for an 



appointment. I will be happy to meet students anytime that I am not otherwise engaged.

E-mail:               mccay@loyno.edu
Course Goals and Objectives: How to Read a Film teaches students to analyze different film genres, to develop some critical perspectives on the elements of the film, and to respond to the film as a visual text.  

Students will view movies, take reading quizzes, write posts, answer worksheet questions, write critical papers and do a power point on a director.

Specifically we will learn:

· How to develop a sense of different photographic techniques

· How to do a mise-en-scene- analysis 

· How to distinguish between the moving camera and the moving characters

· How to distinguish between character and camera proxemics

· How to distinguish between frame and form.

· How to distinguish among different acting styles

· How to distinguish among different types of narratives

· How to critique different ideologies in film

· How to do auteur criticism

· How to synthesize all of the above into a critical analysis of film.

· THIS IS A 300-LEVEL ENGLISH COURSE. YOU WILL BE EXPECTED TO WRITE COHERENT, GRAMMATICALLY CORRECT, WELL-DEVELOPED ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS. I DO CORRECT GRAMMAR.

Texts:

Louis Giannetti: Understanding Movies 11th Edition (noted on calendar as LG)

Films for the Course:

Pride and Prejudice

Mystic River

Croupier

Brokeback Mountain

Crash

Match Point

The Crying Game

Eastern Promises
There will be a mandatory meeting at the beginning of the course. Time will be posted on Blackboard.

Accommodation Policy: A student with a disability that qualifies for accommodations should contact Sarah Mead Smith, Director of Disability Services, at 865-2990 (Academic Resource Center, Room 405, Monroe Hall) A student wishing to receive test accommodations (e.g., extended test time) should provide the instructor with an official Accommodation Form from Disability Services within the first week of class.

Requirements:

1. View assigned movies. They will be streamed on Blackboard, but you may want to rent them or watch them on a larger screen in the library. 

2. Do weekly assignments (quizzes, posts, and worksheets) and post them on time.

3. Construct a power point about a director.

4. Write two critical papers

5. Take exams during specified times.

6. All Assignments are listed below.

· One critical paper: 1,000 words

· One synthesis critique paper, 1,500 words.

· Weekly Quizzes

· Weekly posts

· Weekly Movie worksheets

· Mid-semester exam

· Final examination

· Power Point  

· Chat Room:  Log on every Wednesday from 6-8 P.M.

Grading Standards:

1. The 1,000 word critical paper will be worth 15% of final grade.

2. The synthesizing critique paper (2,000 words) will be worth 20%

3. Weekly Quizzes will be worth 10% of the final grade.

4. Weekly Posts will be worth 10% of the final grade.

5. Weekly worksheets will be worth 10% of the final grade.

6. The Mid-semester exam will be worth 10% of the final grade.

7. The final will be worth 10% of final grade.

8. The Power Point Presentation will be worth 10% of the final grade.

9. Chat room will be worth 5% of final grade. You must log on each week.

Total: 100%

Late work will not be accepted. This is necessary because late work disadvantages the students who turn work in on time and gives extra advantages to those who do not get work in on time. Furthermore, in an online course, turning work in on time is essential in order for the professor to get back work in a timely fashion with the necessary feedback and keep track of all the assignments. Students who have difficulty keeping up with assignments or with turning work in on time should not take this course.  Please understand that this is the late work policy. If, for any reason, you have an emergency, please get a doctor’s excuse and bring it to the Dean’s office.  With proper documentation, a student with an emergency will be allowed to make up missed work.

Plagiarism is not permitted. If I discover that you have plagiarized your quiz, post, worksheet, papers, exams, or power point, you will fail that assignment. If you plagiarize more than once, you will fail course.

Due Dates
Reading Quizzes will be due every Monday before Midnight

Posts will be due every Wednesday before Midnight

Worksheets will be due every Friday before Midnight

All papers will be due on the Friday of the week noted below (Weeks 3 and 7) and must be posted before midnight.  Power Point must be posted on Friday of week 6 before midnight.

Mid-semester exam must be posted on Friday of week 4 before midnight.

Final Exam must be posted on Friday of week 8 before midnight.
Grading System 

94-100:  
A

93-90

B+

89-85

B

84-80

C+

79-76:

C

75-70:

D+

69-66:

D

Below 66:
F
Calendar
	Week
	Movie
	Reading Assignment

From Louis Giannetti, Understanding Movies ,  11th edition
	Writing Assignments
	Other Work Due

	1
	Pride and Prejudice
	Chapter 1, Photography
	Quiz, post, worksheet
	Chat Room

	2
	Mystic River
	Chapter 2, Mise-en-Scene
	Quiz Post Worksheet
	Chat Room



	3
	Croupier
	Chapter 4, Editing
	Quiz Post Worksheet
	Chat Room, Paper #1

	4
	Brokeback Mountain
	Chapter 6, Acting
	Quiz Post Worksheet
	Chat Room

Mid-semester Exam

	5
	Crash
	Chapter 8, Story
	Quiz Post Worksheet
	Chat Room

	6
	Match Point
	Chapter 9, 
	Quiz Post Worksheet
	Chat Room

Power Point Due

	7
	The Crying Game
	Chapter 10
	Quiz Post Worksheet
	Chat Room

Paper #2

	8
	Eastern Promises
	Chapter 11
	Quiz Post Worksheet
	Chat Room

Final Exam


