Great Love Stories

ENGL H 235-033

Instructor: Mary A. Mc ay

Bobet Hall 314

Phone: 865-3389

e-mail: mccay@loyno.edu

Office Hours: MWF 9:00-12:00,

TR 3:00-5:00uu and by appointment

Course description: Great Love Stories examines how love has influenced literature

around the world in several different ages. The emotion and philosophy of love reveal

themselves in the conflicts and tensions of poetry, prose, drama, and film. This class will

focus on several genres and on the ways in which those genres handle agape and eros.

Course Goals and Objectives: Great Love stories will incorporate the following goals

that relate to the goals of the Common Curriculum.

1. Students will learn to read, think, and write critically about the texts under

discussion.

2. Students will read works from different genres, periods and places and

gain an understanding of different perspectives of love.

3. Students will study art and music that complement the texts under

discussion to see how different people respond to love in their artistic

traditions.

4. Students will be asked to reflect on the literature under discussion and to

critique the values inherent in it.

Attendance and Participation Policy: Students may miss no more than 3 classes

without penalty. Each subsequent absence will result in a loss of 10 points on the

attendance and class participation grade. That grade starts at 100 for all students. Other

aspects of the policy include:

A student with an A average and no more than 2 absences is

exempt from the final.

Failure to bring relevant texts to class costs 5 points.

Late arrival costs five points.

Failure to be prepared for discussion costs 5 points.

Participation is evaluated in the following manner:

Students must bring texts to class.

Students must show that they have read the relevant parts of the

text when called on.

Students must indicate in unannounced quizzes that they have read

the material.

Requirements for the Course: The course is an English course and takes the place of

Freshman English for most students in the honors program; therefore there is significant

writing.

•Two 1,500-word papers. These two response papers will focus on

the texts being studied and on the films.

•One 3,000-word paper—this will be a paper using sources other

than the texts studied in class.

•One mid-semester examination: both identification and essay.

•One final exam: both identification and essay.

•8 brief in-class writing assignments on the texts under

consideration. These will be 15 minutes long.

•Any number of unannounced quizzes.

•One 5-minutejj oral report.

Texts and films that will be examined in the course: Texts are available in the

University bookstore. Films will have evening screenings, but will also be placed on

reserve in the library for viewing. Selected poems and short stories will be posted on

Blackboard

Amanda Quick. Mistress. New York: Bantam Books, 1994.

(ISBN: 0553569406)

William Shakespeare. Othello. New York: Washington Square Press,

2004. (ISBN 0743477553)

-------------------------. Romeo and Juliet. New Your: Washington Square

Press, 2005.

Murasaki Shikibu. The Tale of Genji. New York: Dover Press, 2000.

(ISBN: 0486414159)

Leo Tolstoy. Anna Karenina. New York: Dover Press, 2004.

(ISBN 0486437965)

Sigrid Undset. Kristin Lavransdatter: The Wreath et al. New York:

Penguin Books, 1997

Films:

Bent. Sean Mathias, Dir. Metro Goldwyn Mayer Studios, 2004.

Doctor Zhivago. David Lean, Dir. Warner Home Video, 2002.

John Othello.

Shakespeare in Love. John Madden, Dir. Miramax, 2005.

If you are buying the texts on-line or in a bookstore, please use the editions cited above.

CALENDAR

Week One: Introduction and Blackboard sign up with a diagnostic writing

assignment.

Week Two: Background on The Tale of Genji and Intro to the text with

discussion of characters and traditions. In-class writing on first 4

chapters of ToG.

Week Three: The Tale of Genji. Discussion continued.

Week Four: In-class writing. Finish The Tale of the Genji

Week Five: Monday evening showing of Shakespeare in Love. Begin Romeo

and Juliet In-class Writing Feb. 5

Week Six: Finish Romeo and Juliet. Short paper #1 due. Topics will be

posted on Blackboard. Feb 12

Week Seven: Discussion of Shakespeare’s Sonnets—the sonnets will be posted

on Blackboard. Introduction to Othello. In-class writing on

sonnets. Feb 12

Week Eight: Monday evening showing of John Othello, finish Othello, and take

mid-semester exam. Feb 26

Week Nine: Sigrid Undset’s The Wreath and discussion of the trilogy of

Kristin Lavransdatter. The other two books in the trilogy may be

used as the basis for the long paper from sources. In-class writing. March 5

Week Ten: Leo Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina introduction (Monday evening

showing of Dr Zhivago) Discussion of first part of AK. In-class March 12

writing on film.

Week Eleven: Finish Anna Karenina.Short paper #2 due. Topics available on

Blackboard. March 19

Week Twelve: Monday evening showing of Bent. Read Annie Proulx’s Short

Story, “Brokeback Mountain.” On Blackboard In-class writing on

Proulx short story March 26

Week Thirteen: Oral presentations Discussion of paper from sources.

Week Fourteen: Amanda Quick’s Mistress, Review for final exam. Paper From

Sources due; Topics on Blackboard. Oral presentations continued.

Week Fifteen: Finish up work. Review for Final

Throughout the course there will be discussion of writing, research, and revision.

Students will be expected to revise papers that do not receive at

least a B.
