ENGL V144-003

Screen Power

Politics and Film

Summer 2007

Instructor: Mary A. McCay

Cell Phone: 504-858-9348
E-mail: mccay@loyno.edu
Blackboard Advisory:  

Alicia Hansen: Phone: 864-7118, ahansen@loyno.edu, Office: Monroe Library.

Brad Petitfils: Phone: 864-7132, bpetit@loyno.edu,  Office: Monroe Library

Course Goals and Objectives:  This course is intended to help students “read” movies and, to understand the ways in which Hollywood is connected to Washington D.C. and other centers of political power. Students will also analyze how political messages are imbedded in film and how film impacts daily life in the late twentieth and early twenty-first century.

Learning Outcomes:

1. Students will be able to read a film as visual text.

2. Students will be able to analyze films through mise-en-scene analysis, movie reviews, and  critical analysis.

3. Students will be able to critique the political messages and impact of films.

Texts:  

· Ernest Giglio, Here’s Looking at You: Hollywood, Film and Politics.
· Handouts that will be distributed through blackboard


Course Requirements:

· Movie watcher's worksheet (one for every movie) 

· Two analytical essays on posted topics(4 pages each, 12- point Times Roman type, double spaced, MLA format)

· One mid-semester in-class writing assignment

· Final Exam 

· Reading the required text as assigned.

Late and Make-up Policy:

· You must watch the movie assigned each week, do a reading quiz on Tuesday, post on Wednesday, respond to another student’s post on Thursday, and turn in worksheet on Friday. No late work accepted.
· You must read the assigned reading for the week, and take a reading quiz each Tuesday. 

· You must do a post on discussion board each Wednesday, and each Thursday respond to another student’s post.

· You must fill out a movie watcher's worksheet and submit it each Friday before noon.

· All Movie worksheets will be posted on Blackboard. THEY MUST BE TURNED IN ON TIME.

· Supplementary readings will also be posted on Blackboard.

· LATE PAPER AND MAKE-UP POLICY: Since this is an online course, you must turn in all work on time. Late work will not be graded. You will receive a 0 for work not turned in on time.

If you need accommodation, please see me before the course starts, and we will discuss your needs. You will also have to get a letter of accommodation from Sarah Smith in Academic Resources in Monroe Hall 405.
Grading:

Movie Worksheets:


20% of final grade

Movie essays 
(2)


30% of final grade

Total: 100 percent

Final Exam



20% of final grade

Blackboard Posts and Responses

20% of final grade. 

Reading Quizzes

10% of final Grade


CALENDAR

	Week of
	Film
	Reading Assignment
	Writing Assignments

	May 29
	Wag the Dog
	Chapters 1 & 2.

Here’s Looking at You
	Reading Quiz, Post, Post response, and Worksheet

	June 5
	Pulp Fiction
	Chapter 4, Kiss, Kiss, Bang, Bang
	Reading Quiz, Post, Post response, and Worksheet

	June 12
	Fog of War
	Chapter 3 Nonfiction Film
	Reading Quiz, Post, Post response, and Worksheet

	June 19
	Primary Colors
	Ch. 6 Reel Politicians
	Reading Quiz, Post, Post response, and Worksheet. PAPER NUMBER 1 DUE ON FRIDAY, JUNE 22, BEFORE NOON.

	June 26
	The Pianist
	Chapter 8, Hollywood Goes to War
	Reading Quiz, Post, Post response, and Worksheet

	July 3
	Good Night and Good Luck
	Chapter 5, HUAC
	Reading Quiz, Post, Post response, and Worksheet

	July 10
	Platoon
	Chapter 9, Picturing Vietnam on Film
	Reading Quiz, Post, Post response, and Worksheet

	July 17
	Brokeback Mountain
	Gender and Politics
	Reading Quiz, Post, Post response, and Worksheet. PAPER NUMBER 2 DUE FRIDAY, JULY 20 BEFORE NOON 

	July 24
	American History X
	Race and Politics
	Reading Quiz, Post, Post response, and Worksheet

	July 31
	Final Exam
	Must be taken in 2 hours
	FINAL EXAM MUST BE POSTED BY FRIDAY, AUGUST 3, BEFORE NOON.


Each Tuesday you will take a reading Quiz.

Each Wednesday, you will post on discussion board.

Each Thursday, you will respond to one other post.

Each Friday you will submit a worksheet for the film.
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