SCREEN POWER: IRISH FILM

ENGL G472-001

ENGL O144-001

Irish Studies Program

Summer 2007

This class will meet daily at 11:30. Movie Showings will be on Monday and Wednesday afternoons at  P.M. unless otherwise noted on the calendar and syllabus

Studies in European Cinema: Irish Film and Screen Power: Irish Film, will help you understand the historical, political, cultural and religious conflicts that have made modern Ireland what it is.  We will use films by Irish directors and films about Ireland to discuss the nature of the modern Irish Character.  We will also discuss the problems of a film industry in a small nation and analyze how politics and religion influenced the emerging art form after independence.

We will view the following movies:
The Boxer

Butcher Boy

The Crying Game

The Field

The General

In the Name of the Father

Michael Collins

Text: There will be some handouts on Irish Film that you should pick up and read before arriving in Ireland. They will be available in the English office.

Movies: since we will have to view the movies on a small screen in Ireland, you should rent them and view them before we go.  That way, we can show the movie clips during class, but we will all have some sense of the films before we start discussing them. We will have Film viewings in my apartment on Mondays and Wednesdays in the late afternoon when we return from our tours.

Assignments: 

· Movie Work sheets for each movie. You should print them before you leave for Ireland. 

· One movie review: Due July 14.  You should type this on computer.  You will be expected to review the film as if you were doing it for a magazine whose audience is interested in Ireland and in film. Bring in both a critique of the cinematic techniques of the film and an analysis of how Ireland is portrayed in the film. Your packet contains guidelines and helpful suggestions.

· One comparative paper on two films: Due July 28.  This should also be typed on computer.  You may do either a block style or a point-by-point style comparison, but you must use at least two movies. If you want to compare the portrayal of internecine struggles among Irish freedom fighters in Michael Collins and The Boxer, or the portrayal of the stage Irishman in Butcher Boy and The Field, those would be acceptable topics.  I will be happy to discuss topics with you as we watch the movies together. 

ALL WORK SHOULD BE TURNED I BEFORE YOU LEAVE IRELAND.
CALENDAR

Week I: The Crying Game.  We will discuss stereotypes of the IRA, the Irish in England, and gender roles as determined by politics and religion. We will also begin to discuss Neil Jordan as a director.

Week II: Jim Sheridan:  His films, The Field and The Boxer portray both the mythic and the realistic in Irish film. We will discuss both views of the Irish and Ireland.

Week III: Irish history on film: Michael Collins and In the Name of the Father

Week IV: The Irish Anti-hero: The Butcher Boy and The General

Please watch John Ford's The Quiet Man (1952) before you leave for Ireland.  We will not watch it, but it is a movie with John Wayne that you should see to pick up on some of the stereotypes that the movies we do watch have to deal with. 

Other films you might preview in order to get a broader sense of Ireland in film are:

· Dancing at Lughnasa

· Cal

· Some Mother’s Son
· The Commitments
· The Snapper
· The Van
· My Left Foot
· Into the West
