ENGL V144-002

Screen Power

Harrison Ford, the Making of an American Hero

Spring 2006

Instructor: Mary A. McCay

Office: Bobet 314

Office Hours: MWF: 10:00-12:00; TR 3:30-4:45

Phone: 865-3389 (office) 891-4107 (home, please do not call after 10:00 P.M.)

E-mail: mccay@loyno.edu
Course Goals and Objectives:  This course is intended to help students “read” movies and, in the case of the movies of Harrison Ford, to understand the way that the hero has developed over the past several decades.  Students will analyze how film impacts daily life in the late twentieth and early twenty-first century.

∫Learning Outcomes:

1. Students will be able to read a film as visual text.

2. Students will be able to understand and analyze the importance of the hero in American culture.

3. Students will be able to analyze films through movie reviews and comparative analyses.

Texts:  

· The Films of Harrison Ford Lee Pfeiffer and Michael Lewis (on reserve in the library).  Students should read the section on the film under discussion before coming to class.

· The Hero with a Thousand Faces, Joseph Campbell (available in the bookstore.

· Handouts that I will distribute periodically through Blackboard.  Everyone should be enrolled. If you are not, please see me immediately.

Course Requirements:

· Movie watcher's worksheet (one for every movie) 

· Two movie reviews (3 pages each, 12- point Times Roman type, double spaced, MLA format)

· One comparative paper on two movies (5-7 pages, same format as review)

· One mid-semester in-class writing assignment

· Final Exam 

· Class participation (this includes attending regularly and being prepared to discuss the film for the week)

· Movie viewing

· Reading the required text as assigned.

Attendance Policy/Class Participation and Late and Make-up Policy:

· You must watch the movie assigned each week; we will view the films in class, discuss for an hour the content, filmic techniques, and you will participate on Blackboard discussion board. You will also fill out movie worksheets. 

· You must read the section on the assigned movie in The Films of Harrison Ford. This text is in the Library on reserve.

· You must fill out a movie watcher's worksheet (handout). This must be turned in on the day after we view the film (through blackboard). I suggest that you make a copy of the sheet, so you can turn one in and make notes on the other for further discussion and study.

· You must be prepared to discuss the movie in class and any reading assigned.

· You may miss only two classes without penalty.  Every student will start with 100 points for class participation.  After the second absence, you will lose 10 points for each additional absence.  You will lose five points for any incomplete movie worksheets, and for each failure to have watched the assigned movie. THERE WILL BE UNANNOUNCED QUIZZES TO GENERATE DISCUSSION. THEY WILL COUNT TOWARDS CLASS PARTICIPATION. A late worksheet indicates failure to watch movie on time.  You will lose three points each time you are late.   At the end of the semester, I will compute your class participation points. Those points will be assessed at 10% of your final grade. Students with A averages and no more than 2 absences during the semester will be exempt from the final.

· All Movie worksheets will be posted on Blackboard.

· Supplementary readings will also be posted on Blackboard or on E reserve.

· LATE PAPER AND MAKE-UP POLICY: No paper or other assignment turned in late may receive an A.  This is to protect the students who turn work in on time, but who, had they taken more time, might have achieved an A. No paper or assignment turned in more than 2 weeks late may receive a grade higher than a C. NO UNANNOUNCED QUIZZES MAY BE MADE UP.
· EVERY STUDENT WILL RECEIVE A COPY OF THE FILM BUFFS SCHEDULE.  IT WILL LIST WHERE MOVIES ARE BEING SCREENED.

Grading:

Movie Worksheets:

10% of final grade

Movie Reviews


20% of final grade

Comparative Paper

20% of final grade

Mid-Semester


20% of final grade

Final Exam


20% of final grade

Class Participation
10% of final grade (see the point system for assessing class participation above)

If you need accommodation, you must speak to Sarah Smith in Academic Resources. Her number is 865-2990 (simply 2990 from campus). You are responsible for providing the necessary paperwork for accommodation.



CALENDAR

	Date
	Film
	Class Work
	Reading Assignment
	Writing Assignment

	January 10
	Star Wars
	Introduction to the course and discussion
	Chapters I and II of Hero with a Thousand Faces
	

	January 12
	
	Discussion of Star Wars
	
	Worksheet due. Bring it to class

	January 17


	Raiders of the Lost Ark
	Discussion of Mise-en-scene
	Mise-en-scene

E Reserve
	in-class quiz

	January 19
	Blade Runner
	The Frontier Hero and Science Fiction
	Frontier Hero Posted on Blackboard
	Worksheet for 

Raiders must have been posted before class

	January24
	Witness
	Discussion of Amish in America
	The Amish in America on E reserve
	Paper # 1: An Analysis of Star Wars or Raiders in light of Joseph Campbell’s hero

	January 26
	Mosquito Coast
	Adapting a novel to a film
	E Reserve
	In-class quiz

	January 31
	Film clips to analyze for exam
	
	
	Mid-semester exam

	February 2
	Presumed Innocent
	The unlikely hero
	
	

	February 7
	The Fugitive
	
	
	Paper #2: An analysis of the beleaguered hero in Presumed Innocent, The Fugitive, or Frantic

	Februarty 9
	Frantic
	Roman Polanski as auteur
	
	

	February 14
	Regarding Henry
	
	
	In-class quiz

	February 16
	Patriot Games
	
	
	Paper #3 a comparison of The two Sabrinas. On reserve in the library. Who is a better hero, Humphrey Bogart or Harrison Ford—why?

	February 21
	The Devil’s Own
	Discussion of attitudes towards the Irish in Patriot Games and The Devil’s Own
	
	

	February 23
	
	
	
	Final Exam in class bring two blue books. 


You must check Blackboard every day and answer the discussion question. That is a part of your on-line obligation to the courses. Worksheet is due posted on Blackboard the day after the film is viewed in class. Late postings will receive a reduced score.
Final exam will be given in the classroom on February 23.  For the final exam, you must view one Harrison Ford film we have not viewed.  You will be given an essay question to answer with regard to one of the following films that we haven’t viewed in class. Those films will be on reserve in the library. You will also be required to do a mise-en-scene analysis of a scene that I show you.

Air Force One

Random Hearts
K 19: The Widowmaker

