ENGL V144: Screen Power: Japanese Anime

Mary A. McCay

Spring 2005

Mary A. McCay

Bobet Hall 214

Office Hours:  MWF: 10-12, TR 3:30-5:30, and by appointment

Phone: 865-3389 (office), 891-4107 (home, please do not call after 10 P.M.

e-mail:mccay@loyno.edu

Goals and Objectives: Students enrolled in ENGL T144 will have the opportunity to learn about Japanese Culture and film.  The purpose of the team-taught course is to help students see the relationship between film and society, and to help them understand the techniques and5traditions of Anime.

Texts:

Antonia Levi: Samurai from Outer Space  (SOS on calendar)

Susan Napier: Anime from Akira to Princess Mononoke. (A in calendar)

Gilles Poitras: The Anime Companion. This text will serve as a reference book. I will highlight terms you need to know on Blackboard.

Requirements:

Class Attendance and Participation:  Each student will begin with 100 points for attendance and participation. After two absences, 10 points will be deducted for each additional absence. If a student is not prepared to discuss in class either the readings or the films, 5 pts will be deducted from the 100. Students should not come late to class. Three late arrivals will count as one absence. This part of the course is almost a guaranteed A if students attend class and are prepared. 15% of grade.

Reading Quizzes: These will be unannounced. They will focus on some aspect of the reading to generate discussion. 10% of grade. These quizzes may not be made up.

Papers: There will be three short (3-page) papers. The due dates for the papers are listed on the calendar.  Topics will be listed on Blackboard. Each paper is worth 15% of the final grade  (total: 45%).

Mid-Semester Exam:  This exam will be given on March 8. There will be identification and essay questions. 15% of grade.

Final:  The final exam will cover the work of the course. It will be identification and essay. 15% of final grade.  Students who have no more than two absences and an A average at the end of the course will be excused from the final.

Late and Make-up Policy: Late papers may not receive an A. Papers more than 3 weeks late may receive a grade no higher than a C. unannounced quizzes may not be made up.

Grading Scale

 92-100:  A

85-91:P B+

80-84:  B

75-79: C+

70-74: C

65-69: B+

60-64: D

Below 60:  F

Calendar

Film showings are scheduled for Tuesday evenings, 7:30 P.M. in Bobet 214 or 101. check Film Buffs’ Schedule each week.

Week I Jan. 12-14:  The origins of Anime and Introduction. (Reading: SOS, Chs. 1 and 2. A Ch. 1 and 2)

Week II Jan. 17-19:  Anime Dystopias, Akira (Reading: A Ch. 3, “Akira and Ranma 1/2: The Monstrous Adolescen”)

Week III Jan. 24-26: The Anti-hero in Anime: Ninja Scroll. Reading: SOS Ch. 3

Week IV Feb. 1-3:  Combining the Past and the Future in Fantasy: Vampire Hunter D. Reading: SOS Ch. 4.

February 7-11: Mardi Gras Holiday

Week V-VI Feb.15 -17: Magical Girls, Magical Girl, Sammy, Reading: SOS Ch 7

Week VII: Feb. 22-24: Magical Girl Unmagicked.  Perfect Blue.  Paper # 1 due on February 22
Week IX: March 1-3: Machines Run Amok: Ghost in the Shell Reading: SOS Ch 5 and A Ch. 6 

Week X March 8-10: Mid semester exam, March 8 World War II: The Harp of Burma Reading: SOS Ch. 6

Week XI: March 15-17: World War II: Grave of the Fireflies. Reading: A Ch. 9.

Week XII: March 21-28:   Easter Vacation

Week XIII: March 29-31 Botchan.   Paper #2 due March 31

Week XIII: April 5-7:  Literary stories continued: Hakkenden 

Week XIV: April 12-14: Hakkenden  continued

Week XV-XVI: April 19-21: Auteurs Study of Hayao Miyazaki: Princess Mononoke. Reading: SOS Ch. 8 and A Ch. 10.

Week XVII: April 26-28: Paper #3 due April 26th. Spirited Away

Week: XVIII: May 3: Review for Final Exam

Final Exam: Tuesday, May 10, 2005, 11:30-1:30.

Students may gain extra credit points by answering the discussion questions on Blackboard before the class discussion.  2 points for each post will be added to the mid-semester exam grade for each post done before the mid-semester. Posts done between the mid-semester and the final will also receive 2 points each. Those points will be added to the final exam score.

