Session 9: INTERCROPPING

Objectives

I. To know how to improve soil fertility and to control insects,
diseases and weeds through intercropping.

2. To know suitable combinations of crops for intercropping.

What is intercropping?

Intercropping is not new to the African farmer. It is simply the practice
of growing two or more crops in the same field at the same time.
Intercropping generally appears to have positive effects in terms of
reducing the occurrence of insect pests, diseases and weeds. By
combining crops that have different growth patterns, the available
air, water and nutrients can be better utilised.

What is the difference between crop rotation and
intercropping?
Are you intercropping in your field?

Legumes improve soil fertility

If your soil is showing signs of poor fertility you should consider
intercropping with a legume. Planted as a green manure crop, the
legume is grown in combination with the main crop. Intercropping
of legumes and non-legumes is known to be beneficial as the legume
releases nutrients to the non-legume.



















