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H  O  P  E
The word is hope.  It is the spirit, the motive,

and the strength of our Christian lives.  Our faith

experience through the ages has been that

hope was most evident and vital when we faced

lifeʼs most daunting and threatening challenges.

An oppressed people in Egypt were grabbed by

a hope that led them out of grinding slavery to

become pilgrims toward a promised land.

A dejected band of disciples, enveloped by the

shadow of a deadly cross, were awakened by a

resurrection of hope – the kind of hope that

emboldened them to risk their lives in sharing

the message that God had come in Christ to

preach good news to the poor, to proclaim

release to the captives, to set at liberty those

who were oppressed.

In the early church a small band of believers,

driven into caves by the Roman government,

were inspired by this hope to see the visions of

the book of Revelation – visions of victory for

the faithful.  The paradox of our faith is that we

have lifted up the cross, an instrument of death,

as the sure sign of our hope in the resurrecting

power of God.

This is the hope with which we face todayʼs

hunger.  It is a hunger that maims and destroys

thousands of human lives.  It is a hope that

does not flinch in the face of that hunger.  The

God of the resurrection takes our most

intimidating threats and makes them the

occasion for hope and action.  One of the most

dominant features of our hope is its realism.  It

is not marked by naïve or wishful thinking

because it has the courage to be honest about

life and its dangers.  Our hope can be candid

about the scope of the problem and about what

works and what doesnʼt work.

CHRIST OUR HOPE IS THE SPIRIT, THE
MOTIVE AND THE STRENGTH OF OUR
CHRISTIAN LIVES.

If some of our efforts are not effective, true

hope has no need to pretend otherwise.  It

recognizes the reality of human sin and the

limitations of human efforts.  It can accept the

fact that all of our efforts will not succeed.  A

realistic hope protects us from shallowness and

gullibility.

Our hope is patient.  It has the kind of strength

that endures.  Unburdened by a utopian

naiveté, we can rejoice in small victories.  We

donʼt require smashing victories that rock the

world and grab the headlines.  We know that



2

what really counts is what happens to the least

of Godʼs children.  No need is too small.  No

effort is insignificant.  A change in the life-style

of a single person or family can make a real

difference in the long struggle against hunger.

Christian hope has endurance because it is

rooted in the power of a patient God who never

gives up.

Our hope is eager.  We are kept vital because

we are oriented to the future.  We are not

enslaved to the past nor oppressed by the

present.  This eagerness springs from a faith in

the God who makes all things new and

promises that the future belongs to us.

Living in this hope engenders an enthusiasm

and joy of life.  There is no sour spirit here.

Celebration marks our worship and our work.

Our disposition features a readiness to act.

This article is reprinted from the 1993 issue of LEAVEN, a

publication of Bread for the World by Dr. McGee,

professor of ethics at Baylor University.

Bread for the World Urges
President to Support Global Food

Security Program in Wake of
Worldwide Food Price Increases

Could there be a hunger crisis in 2011?

Bread for the World urges President Obama to

restore funding to the Global Agriculture and

Food Security Program (GAFSP) Trust Fund.

The GAFSP is a multi-donor trust fund

established to address global hunger and

poverty by boosting agricultural productivity

among smallholder farmers in developing

countries. These farmers make up the majority

of the worldʼs poor and are extremely

vulnerable to food price volatility. Bread for the

World calls on the U.S. to contribute at least

$100 million in the near term to sustain GAFSP.

The GAFSP seeks to build resilience in poor

communities so they can better cope when food

prices rise, and to avert future hunger crises in

developing countries.

The current FY 2011 budget, as negotiated in

the final days of the 111th Congress, prevents

any further U.S. contribution to GAFSP,

effectively de-funding the program.

“The world is looking to the United States to

continue its strong leadership on global food

security,” said Rev. David Beckmann, president

of Bread for the World. “The GAFSP could lose

the support of several current and potential

donors if the United States does not make a

strong financial commitment in early 2011.”

Financial contributions to GAFSP have been

provided or pledged by the United States,

Australia, Canada, Ireland, South Korea, Spain,

and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Since

its inception, GAFSP has awarded more than

$300 million in grants to developing countries,

and unless donors make new contributions, the
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fund will cease to exist. Total commitments

equal about $925 million, pledged over three

years. To date, only $67 million of the United

Statesʼ pledge of $475 million has been met.

�t�h�r�i�v�e �

�1�.� �T�o� �m�a�k�e� �s�t�e�a�d�y� �p�r�o�g�r�e�s�s�;� �p�r�o�s�p�e�r�.�

�2�.� �T�o� �g�r�o�w� �v�i�g�o�r�o�u�s�l�y�;� �f�l�o�u�r�i�s�h�

�

�T�h�e� �t�i�t�l�e� �o�f� �t�o�n�i�g�h�tʼs� �m�e�m�o�r�i�a�l� �w�a�s� T�o�g�e�t�h�e�r�

�W�e� �T�h�r�i�v�e�:� �T�u�c�s�o�n� �&� �A�m�e�r�i�c�a ��

�

�I� �w�a�s� �t�h�e�r�e� �t�o�n�i�g�h�t� �i�n� �T�u�c�s�o�n�.� �I� �s�t�o�o�d� �i�n� �l�i�n�e�

�w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �t�h�o�u�s�a�n�d�s� �t�o� �b�e� �a�b�l�e� �t�o� �p�a�r�t�i�c�i�p�a�t�e� �i�n�

�t�h�e� �m�e�m�o�r�i�a�l� �f�o�r� �t�h�e� �v�i�c�t�i�m�s� �o�f� �S�a�t�u�r�d�a�yʼ�s� �t�r�a�g�i�c�

�s�h�o�o�t�i�n�g�,� �t�o� �b�e� �a�b�l�e� �t�o� �p�r�a�y� �f�o�r� �h�e�a�l�i�n�g� �o�f� �t�h�o�s�e�

�w�h�o� �a�r�e� �s�t�i�l�l� �i�n� �t�h�e� �h�o�s�p�i�t�a�l� �a�n�d� �f�o�r� �a�l�l� �t�h�o�s�e�

�i�m�p�a�c�t�e�d� �b�y� �t�h�i�s� �t�r�a�g�e�d�y�.�

�

�I� �w�e�n�t� �b�e�c�a�u�s�e� �I� �w�a�n�t�e�d� �t�o� �s�t�a�n�d� �u�p� �w�i�t�h� �m�y�

�c�o�m�m�u�n�i�t�y� �a�n�d� �r�e�m�e�m�b�e�r� �t�h�o�s�e� �w�e� �h�a�v�e� �l�o�s�t�.� �I�

�w�e�n�t� �b�e�c�a�u�s�e� �I� �w�a�n�t�e�d� �t�o� �p�r�a�y� �f�o�r� �t�h�e� �h�e�a�l�i�n�g�

�o�f� �t�h�o�s�e� �w�h�o� �s�u�f�f�e�r�.� �I� �w�e�n�t� �b�e�c�a�u�s�e� �I� �w�a�n�t�e�d� �t�o�

�h�e�a�r� �w�h�a�t� �o�u�r� �l�e�a�d�e�r�s� �h�a�d� �t�o� �s�a�y�.�

�

�A�s� �a� �c�o�l�l�e�g�e� �i�n�s�t�r�u�c�t�o�r�,� �I� �h�a�v�e� �d�e�c�i�d�e�d� �t�o� �s�p�e�n�d�

�s�o�m�e� �o�f� �m�y� �r�h�e�t�o�r�i�c� �c�l�a�s�s� �t�i�m�e� �e�x�a�m�i�n�i�n�g� �a�n�d�

�d�i�s�c�u�s�s�i�n�g� �t�e�x�t�s� �a�b�o�u�t� �t�h�e� �s�h�o�o�t�i�n�g�.� �I�t� �n�o�t� �o�n�l�y�

�f�e�e�l�s� �r�e�l�e�v�a�n�t� �t�o� �t�a�l�k� �a�b�o�u�t� �w�o�r�d�s� �a�n�d� �t�h�e�i�r�

�m�e�a�n�i�n�g� �a�t� �t�i�m�e�s� �l�i�k�e� �t�h�i�s�,� �i�t� �f�e�e�l�s� �n�e�c�e�s�s�a�r�y� �t�o�

�g�i�v�e� �s�t�u�d�e�n�t�s� �a� �s�p�a�c�e� �i�n� �w�h�i�c�h� �t�h�e�y� �c�a�n� �w�r�e�s�t�l�e�

�w�i�t�h� �t�h�e�i�r� �f�e�e�l�i�n�g�s� �a�b�o�u�t� �a�n� �a�c�t� �o�f� �v�i�o�l�e�n�c�e�

�t�a�k�i�n�g� �p�l�a�c�e� �i�n� �t�h�e�i�r� �a�d�o�p�t�e�d� �t�o�w�n�,� �a�t� �a� �g�r�o�c�e�r�y�

�s�t�o�r�e� �t�h�a�t� �c�o�u�l�d� �b�e� �t�h�e�i�r� �g�r�o�c�e�r�y� �s�t�o�r�e�.�

�A�s� �w�e� �d�i�s�c�u�s�s� �i�n� �c�l�a�s�s�,� �t�h�e� �w�o�r�d�s� �w�e� �s�a�y� �a�n�d�

�t�h�e� �w�a�y� �t�h�a�t� �w�e� �s�a�y� �t�h�e�m� �m�a�t�t�e�r�s�.� �W�e� �e�a�c�h�

�n�e�e�d� �t�o� �t�a�k�e� �r�e�s�p�o�n�s�i�b�i�l�i�t�y� �f�o�r� �o�u�r� �o�w�n� �w�o�r�d�s�

�a�n�d� �w�e� �n�e�e�d� �t�o� �c�a�l�l� �t�h�o�s�e� �w�e� �l�i�s�t�e�n� �t�o�,�

�p�a�r�t�i�c�u�l�a�r�l�y� �o�u�r� �m�e�d�i�a� �a�n�d� �o�u�r� �p�o�l�i�t�i�c�a�l� �l�e�a�d�e�r�s�,�

�t�o� �b�e� �r�e�s�p�o�n�s�i�b�l�e� �f�o�r� �t�h�e�i�r�s� �a�n�d� �t�o� �s�p�e�a�k� �i�n� �a�

�w�a�y� �t�h�a�t� �i�n�v�i�t�e�s� �r�a�t�h�e�r� �t�h�a�n� �d�i�s�c�o�u�r�a�g�e�s� �o�p�e�n�

�a�n�d� �t�h�o�u�g�h�t�f�u�l� �c�o�n�v�e�r�s�a�t�i�o�n�.� �O�b�a�m�a� �s�a�i�d� �i�t� �t�h�e�

�b�e�s�t� �l�a�s�t� �n�i�g�h�t� �w�h�e�n� �h�e� �s�a�i�d�:�  “I�tʼs� �i�m�p�o�r�t�a�n�t� �f�o�r�

�u�s� �t�o� �p�a�u�s�e� �f�o�r� �a� �m�o�m�e�n�t� �a�n�d� �m�a�k�e� �s�u�r�e� �t�h�a�t�

�w�eʼ�r�e� �t�a�l�k�i�n�g� �w�i�t�h� �e�a�c�h� �o�t�h�e�r� �i�n� �a� �w�a�y� �t�h�a�t�

�h�e�a�l�s�,� �n�o�t� �i�n� �a� �w�a�y� �t�h�a�t� �w�o�u�n�d�s�.” ��

�

�O�n�e� �o�f� �t�h�e� �m�o�m�e�n�t�s� �I� �v�a�l�u�e�d� �m�o�s�t� �a�b�o�u�t�

�t�o�n�i�g�h�t� �w�a�s� �w�h�e�n� �P�r�e�s�i�d�e�n�t� �O�b�a�m�a� �s�p�o�k�e�

�a�b�o�u�t� �t�h�e� �i�m�p�o�r�t�a�n�c�e� �o�f� �n�o�t� �m�a�k�i�n�g� �t�h�i�s� �a�n�

�o�p�p�o�r�t�u�n�i�t�y� �t�o� �h�a�t�e� �o�n�e� �a�n�o�t�h�e�r�.� �H�e� �s�a�i�d�:�  “B�u�t�

�w�h�a�t� �w�e� �c�a�n�n�o�t� �d�o� �i�s� �u�s�e� �t�h�i�s� �t�r�a�g�e�d�y� �a�s� �o�n�e�

�m�o�r�e� �o�c�c�a�s�i�o�n� �t�o� �t�u�r�n� �o�n� �e�a�c�h� �o�t�h�e�r�.� �T�h�a�t� �w�e�

�c�a�n�n�o�t� �d�o�.� �T�h�a�t� �w�e� �c�a�n�n�o�t� �d�o�.” ��

�

�I� �m�y�s�e�l�f� �a�m� �g�u�i�l�t�y� �o�f� �t�h�i�s�.� �W�h�e�n� �1�9� �p�e�o�p�l�e�,�

�i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �a� �c�o�n�g�r�e�s�s�w�o�m�a�n� �I� �d�e�e�p�l�y� �r�e�s�p�e�c�t�,�

�w�e�r�e� �s�h�o�t� �o�n� �S�a�t�u�r�d�a�y�,� �I� �i�m�m�e�d�i�a�t�e�l�y� �t�h�o�u�g�h�t� �o�f�

�t�h�e� �r�h�e�t�o�r�i�c� �s�u�r�r�o�u�n�d�i�n�g� �h�e�r� �r�e�e�l�e�c�t�i�o�n�

�c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n�.� �I� �t�h�o�u�g�h�t� �o�f� �J�e�s�s�e� �K�e�l�l�y� �a�n�d� �h�i�s�

�s�c�r�e�a�m�i�n�g� �c�a�m�p�a�i�g�n� �s�t�r�a�t�e�g�i�e�s�.� �I� �t�h�o�u�g�h�t� �o�f� �t�h�e�

�t�e�a� �p�a�r�t�y� �a�n�d� �h�o�w� �o�f�t�e�n� �t�h�e�i�r� �l�a�n�g�u�a�g�e� �i�n�c�l�u�d�e�s�

�w�o�r�d�s� �t�h�a�t� �i�n�s�i�n�u�a�t�e� �v�i�o�l�e�n�c�e�,� �a�n�d� �h�o�w� �w�h�e�t�h�e�r�

�t�h�e�s�e� �w�o�r�d�s� �a�r�e� �f�i�g�u�r�a�t�i�v�e� �o�r� �l�i�t�e�r�a�l� �i�s� �o�f�t�e�n� �h�a�r�d�

�t�o� �t�e�l�l�.� �A�n�d� �o�n� �t�o�p� �o�f� �t�h�e� �e�n�o�r�m�o�u�s� �s�a�d�n�e�s�s� �I�

�f�e�l�t�,� �I� �b�e�c�a�m�e� �r�e�a�l�l�y� �a�n�g�r�y�.�

�
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�W�e� �n�e�e�d� �t�o� �l�i�s�t�e�n� �c�r�i�t�i�c�a�l�l�y� �t�o� �a�l�l� �p�o�i�n�t�s� �o�f� �v�i�e�w�

�w�e� �a�r�e� �e�x�p�o�s�e�d� �t�o�.� �B�u�t� �b�e�i�n�g� �a�n�g�r�y� �a�n�d�

�b�l�a�m�i�n�g� �t�h�o�s�e� �w�h�o� �i�n�v�o�k�e� �t�h�i�s� �k�i�n�d� �o�f� �l�a�n�g�u�a�g�e�

�i�s� �n�o�t� �u�l�t�i�m�a�t�e�l�y� �t�h�e� �s�o�l�u�t�i�o�n�.� �T�h�e� �s�o�l�u�t�i�o�n� �i�s� �n�o�t�

�t�o� �r�e�t�u�r�n� �a�n�g�e�r� �w�i�t�h� �a�n�g�e�r�,� �h�a�t�e� �w�i�t�h� �h�a�t�e�.� �I�t�

�s�e�e�m�s� �t�o� �m�e� �t�h�a�t� �t�h�e� �o�n�l�y� �r�e�a�l� �s�o�l�u�t�i�o�n� �i�s� �t�o�

�m�o�v�e� �t�o�w�a�r�d�s� �a� �s�o�c�i�e�t�y� �i�n� �w�h�i�c�h� �k�i�n�d�n�e�s�s�,�

�r�e�s�p�e�c�t� �a�n�d� �e�m�p�a�t�h�y� �a�r�e� �w�o�v�e�n� �i�n�t�o� �t�h�e� �f�a�b�r�i�c�

�o�f� �o�u�r� �i�n�s�t�i�t�u�t�i�o�n�s�,� �o�u�r� �n�e�i�g�h�b�o�r�h�o�o�d�s�,� �o�u�r� �d�a�i�l�y�

�l�i�v�e�s�.� �A�n�d� �w�h�i�l�e� �I� �d�o� �t�h�i�n�k� �i�t� �i�s� �i�m�p�o�r�t�a�n�t� �t�o� �h�o�l�d�

�o�u�r� �l�e�a�d�e�r�s� �a�n�d� �m�e�d�i�a� �p�e�r�s�o�n�a�l�i�t�i�e�s�

a�c�c�o�u�n�t�a�b�l�e� �f�o�r� �t�h�e�i�r� �l�a�n�g�u�a�g�e� �a�n�d� �e�n�c�o�u�r�a�g�e�

�s�p�e�e�c�h� �t�h�a�t� �i�s� �i�n�c�l�u�s�i�v�e� �t�o� �u�n�d�e�r�s�t�a�n�d� �d�i�f�f�e�r�e�n�t�

�p�o�i�n�t�s� �o�f� �v�i�e�w� �(�a�s� �O�b�a�m�a� �t�a�l�k�e�d� �a�b�o�u�t� �w�h�e�n� �h�e�

�e�m�p�h�a�s�i�z�e�d� �t�h�e� �n�e�e�d� �f�o�r� �c�i�v�i�l� �d�i�s�c�o�u�r�s�e�)�,� �i�t�

�s�e�e�m�s� �t�o� �m�e� �t�h�a�t� �t�h�e� �m�o�s�t� �i�m�p�o�r�t�a�n�t� �s�t�e�p� �t�h�a�t�

�e�a�c�h� �o�f� �u�s� �c�a�n� �t�a�k�e� �i�n�d�i�v�i�d�u�a�l�l�y� �i�s� �t�o� �m�o�d�e�l� �i�n�

�o�u�r� �d�a�y� �t�o� �d�a�y� �l�i�v�e�s� �w�h�a�t� �w�e� �w�a�n�t� �o�u�r� �w�o�r�l�d� �t�o�

�l�o�o�k� �l�i�k�e�.�

�

�meaning�: �w�e� �c�h�o�o�s�e� �t�o� �b�e� �k�i�n�d�,� �t�o� �b�e�
�e�m�p�a�t�h�e�t�i�c�,� �t�o� �b�e� �r�e�s�p�e�c�t�f�u�l�,� �t�o� �b�e� �g�e�n�e�r�o�u�s�.�

�W�e� �w�e�i�g�h� �c�a�r�e�f�u�l�l�y� �t�h�e� �w�o�r�d�s� �w�e� �u�s�e� �w�h�e�n� �w�e�

�s�p�e�a�k� �t�o� �o�n�e� �a�n�o�t�h�e�r�.� �T�h�i�s� �s�o�u�n�d�s� �s�i�m�p�l�e�,� �b�u�t� �I�

�b�e�l�i�e�v�e� �i�t� �i�s� �o�n�e� �o�f� �m�o�s�t� �d�i�f�f�i�c�u�l�t� �t�h�i�n�g�s� �w�e� �c�a�n�

�c�o�m�m�i�t� �o�u�r�s�e�l�v�e�s� �t�o� �d�o�i�n�g�.� �I� �t�h�i�n�k� �o�f� �h�o�w� �m�a�n�y�

�t�i�m�e�s� �p�e�r� �d�a�y� �I� �a�l�l�o�w� �m�y�s�e�l�f� �t�o� �b�e�c�o�m�e�

�a�n�n�o�y�e�d� �w�i�t�h� �o�t�h�e�r� �p�e�o�p�l�e�:� �b�e�c�a�u�s�e� �t�h�e�y� �a�r�e�

�n�o�t� �m�o�v�i�n�g� �q�u�i�c�k� �e�n�o�u�g�h�,� �b�e�c�a�u�s�e� �t�h�e�y� �s�h�o�u�l�d�

�h�a�v�e� �u�s�e�d� �t�h�e�i�r� �b�l�i�n�k�e�r�,� �b�e�c�a�u�s�e� �t�h�e�y� �a�r�e� �b�e�i�n�g�

�t�o�o� �l�o�u�d�.� �S�o�m�e�t�i�m�e�s� �I� �m�e�r�e�l�y� �n�o�t�e� �t�h�i�s� �t�o�

�m�y�s�e�l�f�,� �b�u�t� �s�o�m�e�t�i�m�e�s� �t�h�i�s� �a�n�n�o�y�a�n�c�e� �c�o�m�e�s�

�o�u�t� �i�n� �m�y� �s�p�e�e�c�h� �o�r� �m�y� �b�o�d�y� �l�a�n�g�u�a�g�e�,� �t�o� �m�y�

�p�e�r�c�e�i�v�e�d� �o�f�f�e�n�d�e�r�s� �o�r� �t�o� �o�t�h�e�r� �p�e�o�p�l�e�.�

�O�n�e� �o�f� �t�h�e� �t�h�i�n�g�s� �I� �h�a�v�e� �h�e�a�r�d� �m�u�l�t�i�p�l�e� �p�e�o�p�l�e�

�s�a�y� �a�b�o�u�t� �G�a�b�b�y� �i�s� �t�h�a�t� �s�h�e� �i�s� �s�o�m�e�o�n�e� �w�h�o�

�g�e�n�u�i�n�e�l�y� �l�o�v�e�s� �p�e�o�p�l�e�,� �s�o�m�e�o�n�e� �w�h�o� �t�r�i�e�s� �t�o�

�f�i�n�d� �t�h�e� �g�o�o�d� �i�n� �e�a�c�h� �p�e�r�s�o�n� �s�h�e� �m�e�e�t�s�.�

�

�O�u�r� �r�e�s�p�o�n�s�i�b�i�l�i�t�y� �i�s� �n�o�t� �o�n�l�y� �t�o� �b�e� �k�i�n�d� �t�o� �t�h�e�

�p�e�o�p�l�e� �w�e� �k�n�o�w� �a�n�d� �l�o�v�e� �(�a�n�d� �l�e�tʼs� �b�e� �h�o�n�e�s�t�,�

�w�e� �a�r�e�nʼt� �a�l�w�a�y�s� �e�v�e�n� �a�b�l�e� �t�o� �m�u�s�t�e�r� �t�h�a�t�)�,� �o�u�r�

�r�e�s�p�o�n�s�i�b�i�l�i�t�y� �i�s� �t�o� �b�e� �k�i�n�d� �a�n�d� �l�o�v�i�n�g� �t�o� �p�e�o�p�l�e�

�w�e� �d�o�nʼt� �k�n�o�w� �a�n�d� �y�e�s�,� �t�o� �p�e�o�p�l�e� �t�h�a�t� �t�o� �u�s�,� �f�o�r�

�w�h�a�t�e�v�e�r� �r�e�a�s�o�n�,� �f�e�e�l� �t�h�e� �h�a�r�d�e�s�t� �t�o� �l�o�v�e�.�

�

�U�n�d�e�r�n�e�a�t�h� �v�i�t�r�i�o�l�i�c� �p�o�l�i�t�i�c�a�l� �r�h�e�t�o�r�i�c�,�

�u�n�d�e�r�n�e�a�t�h� �c�u�t�s� �t�o� �m�e�n�t�a�l� �h�e�a�l�t�h�c�a�r�e�,�

�u�n�d�e�r�n�e�a�t�h� �l�a�x� �g�u�n� �c�o�n�t�r�o�l� �l�a�w�s �a�l�l� �o�f� �w�h�i�c�h� �a�r�e�

�v�a�l�i�d� �a�n�d� �i�m�p�o�r�t�a�n�t� �t�h�i�n�g�s� �t�o� �d�i�s�c�u�s�s� �a�n�d� �s�o�r�t�

�t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �t�o�g�e�t�h�e�r �i�s� �a� �s�o�c�i�e�t�y� �h�a�s� �b�e�c�o�m�e� �s�i�c�k�

�f�r�o�m� �a� �s�e�v�e�r�e� �l�a�c�k� �o�f� �c�o�n�n�e�c�t�i�o�n�.� �W�e� �d�o�nʼ�t�

�r�e�a�l�i�z�e� �h�o�w� �m�u�c�h� �w�e� �n�e�e�d� �e�a�c�h� �o�t�h�e�r� �o�r� �h�o�w�

�o�u�r� �c�h�o�i�c�e�s� �a�n�d� �i�n�t�e�r�a�c�t�i�o�n�s� �i�m�p�a�c�t� �e�a�c�h� �o�t�h�e�r�.�

�W�e� �d�o�nʼ�t� �t�r�y� �t�o� �u�n�d�e�r�s�t�a�n�d� �e�a�c�h� �o�t�h�e�r�.� �W�e� �d�o�nʼ�t�

�l�o�v�e� �e�a�c�h� �o�t�h�e�r� �i�n� �t�h�e� �w�a�y� �t�h�a�t� �w�e� �n�e�e�d� �t�o� �l�o�v�e�

�a�n�d� �b�e� �l�o�v�e�d�.� �T�h�i�s� �d�e�n�i�a�l� �o�f� �o�u�r�

�i�n�t�e�r�c�o�n�n�e�c�t�e�d�n�e�s�s� �i�s� �a� �w�o�u�n�d� �w�e� �a�l�l� �c�a�r�r�y� �a�n�d�

�i�t� �i�s� �s�o�m�e�t�h�i�n�g� �t�h�a�t� �w�e� �c�a�n� �b�e�g�i�n� �t�o� �c�h�a�n�g�e� �w�i�t�h�

�e�v�e�r�y� �i�n�t�e�r�a�c�t�i�o�n� �w�e� �h�a�v�e�.�

�

�T�o�n�i�g�h�t�,� �a�s� �P�r�e�s�i�d�e�n�t� �O�b�a�m�a� �s�h�a�r�e�d� �s�t�o�r�i�e�s�

�a�b�o�u�t� �e�a�c�h� �o�f� �t�h�e� �v�i�c�t�i�m�s�,� �w�e� �l�a�u�g�h�e�d� �a�n�d�

�s�m�i�l�e�d� �a�n�d� �c�r�i�e�d� �a�s� �w�e�,� �a�s� �a� �c�o�m�m�u�n�i�t�y�,�

�c�e�l�e�b�r�a�t�e�d� �t�h�e�i�r� �l�i�v�e�s� �a�n�d�,� �i�n� �t�u�r�n�,� �g�r�i�e�v�e�d� �f�o�r�

�t�h�e�i�r� �l�o�s�s�.� �W�h�e�n� �t�h�e� �P�r�e�s�i�d�e�n�t� �t�o�l�d� �u�s� �t�h�a�t�

�G�a�b�b�y� �G�i�f�f�o�r�d�s� �h�a�d� �o�p�e�n�e�d� �h�e�r� �e�y�e�s� �f�o�r� �t�h�e�

�f�i�r�s�t� �t�i�m�e�,� �t�h�e� �s�t�a�d�i�u�m� �e�r�u�p�t�e�d� �i�n� �j�o�y�,� �p�e�o�p�l�e�
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�j�u�m�p�i�n�g� �o�u�t� �o�f� �t�h�e�i�r� �s�e�a�t�s�,� �t�e�a�r�s� �s�t�r�e�a�m�i�n�g�

�d�o�w�n� �c�h�e�e�k�s�.�

�

�I� �t�h�i�n�k� �o�f� �a� �y�o�u�n�g� �m�a�n� �I� �s�a�w� �a�t� �t�h�e� �U�n�i�v�e�r�s�i�t�y�

�M�e�d�i�c�a�l� �C�e�n�t�e�r� �o�n� �S�u�n�d�a�y� �n�i�g�h�t� �w�h�o� �h�a�d� �a�

�p�i�e�c�e� �o�f� �f�a�b�r�i�c� �s�a�f�e�t�y� �p�i�n�n�e�d� �t�o� �t�h�e� �b�a�c�k� �o�f� �h�i�s�

�h�o�o�d�i�e� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e�s�e� �w�o�r�d�s�:� �L�o�v�e� �i�s� �s�t�r�o�n�g�e�r�.�

�

�lo�v�e� �i�s� �s�t�r�o�n�g�e�r �
�T�h�e� �a�c�t�i�o�n�s� �w�e� �t�a�k�e� �t�o�m�o�r�r�o�w�,� �n�e�x�t� �m�o�n�t�h�,�

�n�e�x�t� �y�e�a�r� �w�i�l�l� �n�o�t� �u�n�d�o� �t�h�e� �t�r�a�g�e�d�y� �t�h�a�t� �h�a�s�

�b�e�e�n� �i�n�f�l�i�c�t�e�d� �o�n� �t�h�e�s�e� �i�n�d�i�v�i�d�u�a�l� �s�o�u�l�s�,� �o�n� �t�h�e�i�r�

�f�a�m�i�l�i�e�s�,� �o�n� �o�u�r� �c�o�m�m�u�n�i�t�y� �a�n�d� �o�u�r� �n�a�t�i�o�n�.�

�T�h�e�r�e� �w�i�l�l� �b�e� �m�a�n�y� �m�o�r�e� �t�e�a�r�s�.� �T�h�e�r�e� �w�i�l�l� �b�e�

�y�e�a�r�s� �o�f� �r�e�c�o�v�e�r�y� �a�n�d� �s�t�r�u�g�g�l�e�.� �T�h�e�r�e� �w�i�l�l� �b�e�

�m�u�c�h� �s�o�r�r�o�w� �a�n�d� �m�u�c�h� �n�e�e�d�.� �A�n�d�,� �b�y� �s�a�y�i�n�g�

�w�h�a�t� �I� �s�a�y� �h�e�r�e�,� �I� �i�n� �n�o� �w�a�y� �m�e�a�n� �t�o� �m�i�n�i�m�i�z�e�

�t�h�e� �g�r�a�v�i�t�y� �a�n�d� �s�a�d�n�e�s�s� �t�h�a�t� �p�e�r�m�e�a�t�e�s� �a�l�l� �o�f�

�t�h�i�s�.�

�

�B�u�t�,� �i�t� �s�e�e�m�s� �t�o� �m�e� �t�h�a�t� �l�o�v�i�n�g� �e�a�c�h� �o�t�h�e�r�

�b�e�t�t�e�r�,� �c�a�r�i�n�g� �a�b�o�u�t� �e�a�c�h� �o�t�h�e�r� �m�o�r�e� �i�s� �t�h�e� �o�n�l�y�

�a�n�s�w�e�r�.� �T�h�i�s� �w�i�l�l� �c�o�m�e� �o�u�t� �n�o�t� �o�n�l�y� �i�n� �o�u�r� �d�a�i�l�y�

�i�n�t�e�r�a�c�t�i�o�n�s� �b�u�t� �i�n� �t�h�e� �d�e�c�i�s�i�o�n�s� �w�e� �m�a�k�e�

�c�o�l�l�e�c�t�i�v�e�l�y� �a�s� �a� �c�o�m�m�u�n�i�t�y� �a�n�d� �a�s� �a� �n�a�t�i�o�n�.� �I�

�b�e�l�i�e�v�e� �t�h�i�s� �k�i�n�d� �o�f� �l�o�v�e� �i�s� �p�o�s�s�i�b�l�e�.� �I� �b�e�l�i�e�v�e� �i�n�

�i�t�s� �p�o�s�s�i�b�i�l�i�t�y� �b�e�c�a�u�s�e� �I� �h�a�v�e� �k�n�o�w�n� �t�o�o� �m�a�n�y�

�s�t�o�r�i�e�s�,� �s�e�e�n� �t�o�o� �m�a�n�y� �m�i�r�a�c�l�e�s�,� �k�n�o�w�n� �t�o�o�

�m�a�n�y� �p�e�o�p�l�e� �w�h�o� �d�e�m�o�n�s�t�r�a�t�e� �i�n� �t�h�e�i�r� �o�w�n� �w�a�y�

�t�h�e� �d�e�c�e�n�c�y� �a�n�d� �c�o�m�p�a�s�s�i�o�n� �a�n�d� �b�e�a�u�t�y� �a�n�d�

�e�n�d�u�r�a�n�c�e� �o�f� �t�h�e� �h�u�m�a�n� �s�p�i�r�i�t�.�

�

�F�o�r� �n�o�w�,� �w�e� �c�a�n� �p�r�a�y� �f�o�r� �t�h�e� �s�t�r�e�n�g�t�h� �t�o� �l�o�v�e�

�e�a�c�h� �o�t�h�e�r� �a�n�d� �t�h�a�t� �t�h�e� �w�a�y�s� �w�e� �c�a�n� �d�o� �s�o� �w�i�l�l�

�b�e� �s�h�o�w�n� �t�o� �u�s� �a�l�l�.
By, Lisa OʼNeill

As we prepare for the 30th annual Walk for the

Hungry with the theme “A Revolution In

Kindness” it would be good for us to reflect on

the words of Lisa OʼNeill.  Words are powerful

and we must choose our words and our deeds

with care and love.

JOIN THE WALK FOR THE HUNGRY

SATURDAY, MARCH 19TH

CONTACT – JFREMSON@LOYNO.EDU
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