17 September, 2009
Academics concerned about the assault on Iranian Universities

We the undersigned, academics and administrators of universities around the world express
our deep concern about the deteriorating situation of universities in Iran, particularly in the
aftermath of the recent Presidential elections. All signs indicate that the authorities are
engaged in a major crackdown on Iranian universities and intend to impose yet more
infringements on academic freedoms.

We have reasons to believe that faculty and students are in grave danger. Student dormitories
have been attacked, and several faculty members including the former President of Tehran
University, Dr. Mohammad Maleki have been imprisoned. Fear is looming on Iranian campuses
that a new cultural revolution is being planned which will have disastrous consequences similar
to the first one that took place in the spring of 1980. Such a move would purge thousands of
professors and students who stand in opposition to the regime’s repressive policies, and further
deplete Iranian universities of academic standards and scholarly pursuits.

There are new calls for the “revision of Humanities and Social Sciences” under the auspices of
clerics; departments are forced to issue fake degrees to unqualified individuals linked to
influential authorities; our colleagues are harassed by a multitude of security and intelligence
units operating on campuses, and students continue to be subjected to a repressive system of
black-listing, receiving “star” points for their social activities, leading to their expulsion.

We strongly condemn the political interferences in academia, and demand that assaults against
the sanctity of the country’s universities, faculty and students be stopped immediately and
unconditionally.

Signatories:

Nahla Abdo, Professor, Carleton University, Canada

Ervand Abrahamian, Professor, Baruch College, USA

Bashir Abu-Manneh, professor, Barnard College, NY, USA

Gilbert Achcar, Professor, SOAS, London, England

Gulseren Adakli, Asst Professor, Ankara University, Turkey

Aziz Al-Azmeh, University professor, Central European University, Budapest
Arshin Adib-Moghadam, Lecturer, University of London, England

Janet Afary, University of California Santa Barbara, USA

Haleh Afshar, Professor the Baroness, OBE , House of Lords, London, UK
Reza Afshari, Professor, Pace University, USA

Fauzia Ahmed, Asst. Professor, University of Miami in Ohio, USA
Sharryn Aiken, Assoc. Professor, Queen’s University, Canada

Hamid Akbari, Professor, Northeastern lllinois University, USA

ismet Akca Asst Professor, Yildiz Technical University, istanbul, Turkey
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Payam Akhavan, Professor, McGill University, Canada

Sharareh Akhavan, Senior Lecturer, University of Skovde, Sweden
Nadje Al-Ali, Professor, SOAS, London University, England

Kazem Alamdari, California State University, Northridge, USA

Greg Albo, Assoc. Professor, York University, Canada

Shahram Alijani, Professor, Reims School of Management, France
Esther Allen, Asst Professor, Baruch College, City University of New York
Hassan Aly, Professor, Ohio State University, USA

Elahe Amani, California, USA

Ron Aminzade, Professor, University of Minnesota, U.S.A

Kevin B. Anderson, Professor, University of California, USA

Zehra F.K. Arat, Professor, Purchase College, SUNY, USA

Sabrineh Ardalan, Fellow, Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinical Program
Hossein Askari, Professor, George Washington University, USA
Touraj Atabaki, Professor, Leiden University, Holland

Fulya Atacan, Professor, Yildiz Technical University, Turkey

Ergun Aydinoglu, Assoc Professor, Yildiz Technical University, Istanbul
Susan Babbitt, Assoc. Professor, Queen’s University, Canada

Himani Bannerji, Professor, York University, Canada

Ali Banuazizi, Professor, Boston College, USA

Reza Baraheni, retired Professor, University of Toronto, Canada
Golbarg Bashi, Rutgers University, USA

Sema Bayraktar, Assoc. Professor, Istanbul Bilgi University, Turkey
Richard Beardsworth, Professor, American University of Paris, France
Maya Beasley, Asst Professor, University of Connecticut, USA

Adam H. Becker, Director of the Religious Studies, New York University, USA
Sohrab Behdad, Professor, Denison University, USA

Maziar Behrooz, Assoc Professor, San Francisco State University, USA
Aaron Berman, Professor of History, Hampshire College, Amherst, USA
Sara Berry, Professor, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD, USA
Cyrus Bina, Professor, University of Minnesota, USA

David Blau, Professor, The Ohio State University, USA

Barbro Blehr, Professor, Stockholm University, Sweden

Judit Bodnar, Assoc Professor, Central European University, Hungary
Peter Bohmer, Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA

Marti Bombyk, Professor, Eastern Michigan University, USA

Mansour Bonakdarian, University of Toronto, Mississauga, Canada
Korkut Boratav, Professor (ret.), University of Ankara, Turkey
Mehrzad Boroujerdi, Assoc Professor, Syracuse University, USA
Jacques Bosgiraud, Professor, Université Paris VIII, France

Virginia Braun, the University of Aukland, New Zealand

Jeffrey Broadbent, Assoc Professor, University of Minnesota, USA
Kelly Brotzman, Director of Service Learning, Loyola University New Orleans
Ted Burczak, Professor, Denison University, USA

Raymond Bush, Professor, University of Leeds, England

Mara Cadinu, Assoc Professor, University of Padova, Italy

Richard Cahill, Assoc Professor, Berea College, Berea, USA

Alex Callinicos, Professor, Kings College, London, England

Barbara Cameron, Assoc Professor, York University, Canada

Andrea Carnaghi, University of Trieste, Italy

Berenice Carrol, Purdue University, USA



Houchang Chehabi, Professor, Boston University, USA

Noam Chomsky, Professor, MIT, USA

John P. Clark, Professor, Loyola University, USA

Alejandro Colas, Senior Lecturer, Birkbeck College, London, England
Juan Cole, Professor, University of Michigan

Robert Coover, Program in Literary Arts, Brown University, USA

Neta C. Crawford, Professor, Boston University, USA

Pamela Crossley, Professor, Dartmouth College, USA

Barbara Crow, Assoc Professor, York University, Canada

Dominique Custos, Distinguished Professor, Loyola University USA
Hamid Dabashi, Professor, Columbia University, USA

Omar S. Dahi, Asst Professor, Hampshire College, USA

Mehrdad Darvishpour, Professor, Malardalens University, Sweden
Adam Davis, Associate Professor, Denison University, USA

Dick Davis, Professor, Ohio State University, USA

Paul de Boer, Asst Professor, Erasmus University Rotterdam, The Netherlands
Nathalie Debroise, Assoc Professor, American University of Paris, France
Firat Demir, Asst Professor, University of Oklahoma, USA

Donna C. Denneen, Executive Secretary, Tulane University, USA

James Der Derian, Professor, Brown University, USA

A. Suut Dogruel, Professor, Marmara University, Turkey

Fatma Dogruel, Professor, Marmara University, Turkey

Michael Dorsch, Asst Professor, American University of Paris, France
Georg Drakos, Assoc Professor, Stockholm University, Sweden

Justin Dubas, Asst Professor, Texas Lutheran University, USA

Lucia Dunn, Professor, The Ohio State University, USA

Lawrence Eaker, Assoc Professor, American University of Paris, France
David Ehrlich, Visiting Professor, Dartmouth College, USA

Kaveh Ehsani, Asst Professor, DePaul University-Chicago, USA

Mona El-Ghobashy, Asst Professor, Barnard College, USA

Mohsen Emadi, University of Jyvaskyla, Finland

Anna Enayat, Senior Member, St Antony's College, Oxford, UK

Kirk M. Endicott, Professor, Dartmouth College, USA

Tamara Enhuber, University of Trier, Germany

Stephen Engelmann, Assoc Professor, University of lllinois at Chicago, USA
Nader Entessar, Professor, University of South Alabama, USA

Barbara Epstein, University of California, Santa Cruz, USA

Guzin Erlat, Professor, Middle East Technical University, Turkey

Haluk Erlat, Professor, Middle East Technical University, Turkey

Ozan Erozden, Assoc Professor, Yildiz Teknichal University, Turkey
Amitai Etzioni, Professor, George Washington University, USA

Paul Evans, Professor, Ohio State University, USA

Angelica Mucchi Faina, Professor, Universita degli Studi di Perugia, Italy.
Reza Faiz, Assistant Professor, American University of Paris, France
Fataneh Farahani, Postdoc researcher and lecturer, Stockholm University, Sweden
Mansour Farhang, Professor, Bennington College, USA

Farideh Farhi, Lecturer, University of Hawai'i at Manoa, USA

Omar Ferreira-Rey. Universidad Externado de Colombia. Bogota, Colombia
Alfredo Saad Filho, Professor, SOAS, University of London, England
Michelle Fine, Distinguished Professor, CUNY, NY, USA

Barbara Fliess, Asst professor, American University of Paris, France
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John Foran, Professor, University of California, Santa Barara, USA
Bridget Fowler, Professor, University of Glasgow, UK

Gavin Fridell, Professor, Trent University, Ontario, Canada

Hall Gardner, Professor, American University of Paris, France

Robert Garnett, Assoc Professor of Economics, Texas Christian University, USA
Gene R. Garthwaite, Professor, Dartmouth College, USA

Mark Gasiorowski, Professor, Louisiana State University, USA

Marco Gemignani, Asst Professor, Duquesne University, Pittsburgh,PA
Irene Gendzier, Professor, Boston University, USA

Antonina Gentile, Johns Hopkins University, USA

Fatemeh Giahi, Instructor at Hampshire College, US

Geoffrey Gilbert, Assoc Professor, American University of Paris, France
Wenona Giles, Professor, York University, Canada

Sam Gindin, York University, Canada

Jack A. Goldstone, Professor, George Mason University, USA

Cy Gonick, Professor, University of Winnipeg, Canada

Mark J. Goodman, professor, York University, Canada

Jeff Goodwin, Professor, New York University, USA

Julie S Graham, Assoc. Professor, School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
Siba N Grovogui, Professor, Director of International Studies, Johns Hopkins University
loannis Grigoriadis, Asst Professor, Bilkent University, Turkey

Daniel Gunn, Professor, American University of Paris, France

Shahla Haeri, Assoc Professor, Boston University

Sandra Hale, Professor, UCLA, USA

David Hall-Matthews, Senior Lecturer, Leeds University, UK

Peter Hallward, Professor, Middlesex University, UK

Rhonda Hammer, Professor, UCLA, USA

Michael Hanagan, Adjunct Professor, Vassar College, USA.

Jens Hanssen, Professor, University of Toronto, Canada

Nader Hashemi, University of Denver, USA

Amir Hassanpour, retired Professor, University of Toronto, Canada
William Hastings, Assoc. Professor, Fordham University, USA

Maryam Shayegan Hastings, Visiting Professor, Fordham University, USA
Douglas E. Haynes, Assoc Professor, Dartmouth College, USA

Jeff Hearn, Professor, Linkdping University, Sweden

Steve Heder, SOAS, London, England

Harry Heft, Professor, Denison University. USA

Henry Heller, Professor, University of Manitoba, Canada

Stephen Hellman, Professor, York University, Canada

Nathan C Henne, Loyola University New Orleans, USA

Geoffrey Hodgson, Professor, Hertfordshire University, England
Richard Hogan, Assoc Professor, Purdue University, U.S.A.

Jeehee Hong, Postdoctoral Fellow, Dartmouth College, USA

Laura Hope, Asst Professor, Loyola University, New Orleans, USA
Hamid Hosseini, Professor, Kings College, Pennsylvania, USA

Nubar Hovsepian, Assoc Professor Chapman University.

Jacqueline Ismael, Professor, University of Calgary, Canada

Jenann Ismael, Assoc Professor, University of Arizona,USA

Shereen Ismael, Assoc Professor, Carleton University, Canada

Tareq Ismael, Professor, University of Calgary, Canada

Ramin Jahanbegloo, Professor, University of Toronto, Canada
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James M. Jasper. Professor, City University of New York, USA

Richard Jeffrey Newman, Nassau Community College

Maral Jefroudi, Instructor, Bogazici University, Turkey

Christian Joppke, Professor, American University of Paris, France
Martin Jones, Lecturer, University of York, England

Fadhel Kaboub, Asst Professor, Denison University, USA

John Kagle, Professor, The Ohio State University USA

Arnie Kahn, James Madison University, Harrisonburg, VA 22807
Hossein Kamaly, Fanny de Bary Assistant Professor, Barnard College, New York, USA
Deniz Kandyoti, Professor, SOAS, London, England

Ahmad Karimi-Hakkak, Professor, University of Maryland, USA

Cindi Katz, Professor, City University of New York, USA

Kavery Kaul, Adjunct, City College of New York

Rebecca Kay, Professor, University of Glasgow

William Keach, Professor of English, Brown University

Ferhat Kentel, Assoc Professor, Istanbul Bilgi University, Turkey

Walter Kernan, Professor, Yale University, CT, USA

Amir Hooshang Keshavarz-Sadr, retired Professor, Tehran University
Fatemeh Keshavarz, Professor, Washington University in St. Louis, USA
Arang Keshavarzian, Associate Professor, New York University, USA
Assaf Kfoury, Professor, Boston University, USA

Laleh Khalili, Senior Lecturer, SOAS, London, England

Freidoon Khavarpour, Senior Lecturer, The University of Sydney, Australia
Mehdi Khorrami, Professor, New York University, USA

Azadeh Kian, Professor, University of Paris, Diderot, France

Lyazid Kichou, Professor, University of Picardie, Jules Verne, Amiens
Sun-Chul Kim, Term Asst. Professor, Barnard College, U.S.

Howard Kimeldorf, Professor, University of Michigan, USA

Zafer Kiyan , Ankara University, Turkey

Oleg Kobtzeff, Fellow of the Royal Geographic Society, Asst Prof. American University of Paris
Oya Koymen, retired Professor, Bogazici University, Istanbul, Turkey
Rachel Kreier, Asst Professor, Hofstra University, USA

Miriam Kinkler, Asst Professor, Princeton University, USA

Timur Kuran, Professor, Duke University, USA

Charles Kurzman, Professor, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA
Anthony E. Ladd, Professor, Loyola University New Orleans, USA

John W. Lamperti, Professor, Dartmouth College, USA

Joshua Landis, Assoc Professor, University of Oklahoma, USA

Elise Langan, Asst Professor, Macon State College, UGA, USA

Kevin Lanning, Florida Atlantic University, USA

Frederic Lee, Professor, University of Missouri-Kansas City, USA

Jesse Lemisch, Professor Emeritus, CUNY, USA

Bruce Levine, Distinguished Professor of History, University of lllinois
Colin Leys, Professor Emeritus, Queen’s University, Canada

Roy Licklider, Professor, Rutgers University, USA

Beatriz Lindqvist, Assoc Professor, Sédertorn University College, Sweden
Zachary Lockman, Professor, New York University, USA

Eric Lott, Professor, University of Virginia

Anne Maass, professor, Padua University, Italy

Robert MacDermid, Professor, York University, Canada

Arien Mack, Professor, New School for Social Research, USA
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Shirine Mafi, Professor, Otterbein College, USA

Mojtaba Mahdavi, Asst. Professor, University of Alberta, Canada

Ali Akbar Mahdi, Professor Emeritus, Ohio Wesleyan University, USA
Kathleen Malley-Morrison, Professor, Boston University, USA

Greg Mantsios. Murphy Institute, CUNY, USA

Afshin Marashi, California State University, Sacramento, USA

John Markoff, Professor, University of Pittsburgh, US

Ann Markusen, Professor, University of Minnesota, USA

Mary A. Mary McCay, Professor, Loyola University New Orleans

Mehrdad Mashayekhi, Asst Professor, Georgetown University, US
Yassamine Mather, Professor, Glasgow University, UK

Ann Elizabeth Mayer, Associate Professor, University of Pennsylvania, USA
Thomas McCarthy, Professor, Northwestern University, USA

J. Huston McCulloch, Professor, Ohio State University, USA

Susan McGrath, Assoc Professor, York University, Canada

Nicholas Mercuro, Professor, Michigan State University College of Law, USA
Reem Meshal, Asst Professor, Louisiana State University, USA

Elzbieta Matynia, Associate Professor, New School for Social Research, New York
Farzaneh Milani, Professor, University of Virginia, USA

Margaret Mills, Professor, Ohio State University USA

Emad Mirmotahari, Postdoctoral Fellow, Tulane University, New Orleans, USA
Ida Mirzaie, Senior Lecturer, The Ohio State University, USA

Mansour Moadel, Professor, Eastern Michigan University, USA

Behrooz Moazami, Asst Professor, Loyola University New Orleans, USA
Mohammad Reza Moeini, Lecturer, Central Connecticut State University, USA
Fatemeh Moghadam, Professor, Hofstra University, USA

Valentine M. Moghadam, Professor, Purdue University, USA

Haideh Moghissi, Professor, York University

Shahrzad Mojab, Professor, University of Toronto, Canada

Fereshteh Molavi, Lecturer, George Brown College, Canada

Marc Monthéard, Asst Professor, American University of Paris, France
Mary Mooney, Senior Lecturer, University of Western Sydney, Australia
David W. Moore, Chair, Department of History, Loyola University New Orleans, USA
Jo Ann H. Moran Cruz, Dean, College of Humanities and Natural Sciences
Loyola University New Orleans Louisiana, USA

Esteve Morera, Assoc Professor, Political Science, York University, Canada
Masoud Mostafavi, Professor, San Jose State University, USA

Mehran Mostafavi, Professor, Université Paris-Sud, France

Ali Mostashari, Assoc Professor, Stevens Institute of Technology, USA
Nahid Mozaffari, Adjunct, New York University, NY, USA

Andrea Mueller, Research Asst, University of Tuebingen, Germany

Negin Nabavi, Asst Professor, Montclair State University, USA

Mehdi Nazer, Professor, Strayer University, USA

Bruce Nelson, Professor, Dartmouth College, USA

Stephen Newman, Professor, York University, Canada

Jonathan Nitzan, professor, York University, Canada

Farhad Nomani, Professor, American University of Paris, France

Liisa North, Professor Emeritus, York University, Canada

Isis Nusair, Asst Professor, Denison University USA

Bradley Olson, Research Professor, Northwestern University, USA

Nasser Pakdaman, former Professeur Assoc. University of Paris, France
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Karim Pakravan, Assoc Professor, DePaul University, USA

Leo Panitch, Distinguished Professor, York University, Canada

Misagh Parsa, Professor, Dartmouth College, USA

Soheila Pashang, Professor, Seneca College

Olivier Pastré, Professor, University of Paris VIII

Omid Payrow-Shabani, Assoc. Professor, University of Guelph, Canada
Victoria Peralta. Universidad Externado de Colombia. Bogota, Colombia
Catalina Peralta-Caceres. Universidad de los Andes. Bogotd, Colombia
Susan Perry, Assoc Professor, American University of Paris, France
Karen Pfeifer, Professor of Economics, Smith College, USA

Marc Pilisuk, Professor Emeritus, University of California, Berkeley, USA
Reza Pirbhai, Asst Professor, Louisiana State University, USA
Christopher J Poor, Researcher, University of Otago, New Zealand
Lawrence N. Powell, Professor, Tulane University, Louisiana, USA
Sholeh A. Quinn, Assoc Professor, University of California, Merced, USA
Kara Rabbitt, Interim Dean of College of HSS, William Paterson University, USA
Nasrin Rahimieh, Professor, University of California, Irvine

Saeed Rahnema, Professor, York University, Canada

Samuel C. Ramer, Assoc Professor of History, Tulane University, USA
Rebekah Rast, Assoc Professor, American University of Paris, France
Asghar Rastegar, MD,Professor, Yale School of Medicine

Moniro Ravanipour, Uiversity of Nevada, Writer in resident

Thomas M. Ricks, Lecturer, University of Pennsylvania, USA

James Riely, Professor, University of Toronto, Canada

Monica Ringer, Asst Professor, Amherst College, USA

Maria Elena P. Rivera-Beckstrom, Part-time Lecturer, Rutgers-Newark
Yorgos Rizopoulos, Professor, University of Picardie-Jules Verne, France
Claudia Roda, Professor, American University of Paris, France

Cindy Rosenthal, Hofstra University, USA

Michael Ross, Assoc Professor, University of Maryland at College Park, USA
Paula Rothenberg, Senior Fellow, Murphy Institute, CUNY, USA

Marie Roussel, Asst Professor, American University of Paris, France

Floyd Rudmin, Professor, University of Tromsg, Norway,

Dietrich Rueschemeyer, Professor, Brown University, USA

Jeffrey Ruoff, Assoc Professor, Dartmouth College, USA

Mark Rupert, Professor, Maxwell School, Syracuse University, NY, USA
Ahmad Sadri, Professor, Wake Forest College, USA

Lawrence Saez, Assoc Professor, SOAS, London, England

Ariel Salzmann, Assoc Professor, Queen's University, Kingston, ON Canada
Ambrogio Santambrogio, University of Perugia, Italy

Leonardo Santiago, Asst Professor, Federal University of Minas Gerais, Brazil.
Nail Satligan, Asst Professor (ret.), Istanbul University, Turkey

John Saul, Professor Emeritus, York University, Canada

Steven R. Savitz, Stevens Institute of Technology, Hoboken, NJ

Ali Kerem Saysel, Assoc Professor, Bogazici University, Istanbul, Turkey
Arlene Holpp Scala, Chair, William Paterson U, Wayne, NJ

Celeste Schenck, President, American University of Paris, France

Jillian Schwedler, Professor, University of Massachusetts, USA

Andrea Scott, Lecturer, Princeton University, USA

Gay Seidman, Professor, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA

Eric Selbin, Professor, Southwestern University, USA



Hasan Shahpari, Professor, Villanova University, USA

Maya Shatzmiller, Professor, University of Western Ontario, Canada

Leyli Shayegan, Asst Director, Teachers College Press, Columbia U, USA

Khatereh Sheibani, Lecturer, University of Guelph, Canada

Jiannbin Lee Shiao, Assoc Professor, University of Oregon, USA

John Shields, Professor, Ryerson University, Canada

Andrew Smith, University of Glasgow, Glasgow

David Whitten Smith, Emeritus Professor, University of St. Thomas, Minnesota, USA.
Marcus A. J. Smith, Emeritus Professor, Loyola University New Orleans, USA

Alan Sokal, Professor, New York University, USA

Stephen Soldz, Director, Center for Research, Evaluation, and Program Development
Boston Graduate School of Psychoanalysis, Brookline, MA, USA

Bahram Soltani, Associate Professor, University of Paris Sorbonne, France

Marc W. Steinberg, Professor, Smith College, USA

Hitoshi Suzuki, Associate Senior Research Fellow, IDE-JETRO, Japan

Bill Swanson, Professor, York University, Canada

Ted Swedenburg, Professor, University of Arkansas, USA

Kamran Talattof, Professor University of Arizona, USA

R L Tapper, Emeritus Professor, University of London, England

Sidney Tarrow, Professor, Cornell University, USA

Bahram Tavakolian, Visiting Professor, Willamette University, USA
Angela Thompson, Assoc Professor East Carolina University, USA
Nayereh Tohidi, Professor, California State University, Northridge, USA
Alberto Toscano, Lecturer, Goldsmiths, University of London

Ann Townsend, Professor, Denison University, USA

Catherine Treece, Asst Clinical Prof, University of Wisconsin, USA
Mehrdad Vahabi, Assoc Professor, University of Paris VIII, France
Peyman Vahabzadeh, Asst. Professor, University of Victoria, Canada
Farzin Vahdat, Resaerch Associate, Vassar College, USA

Irwin M Wall, Professor Emeritus, University of California, Riverside, USA
Andrew Waterhouse, Professor and Chair, University of California, Davis
Lois Weiner, Professor, New Jersey City University

Kathleen Wilson-Chevalier, Professor, American University of Paris, France
Lawrence Wittner, Professor, State University of New York/Albany, USA
Lizabeth Zack, Asst Professor, University of South Carolina Upstate, USA
Farrokh Zandi, Assoc Professor, York University, Canada

Hamid Zangeneh, Professor, Widener University, USA

Vera L. Zolberg, Professor, New School for Social Research, NY, USA
Stephen Zunes, Professor, University of San Francisco, USA

Cc:
His Excellency Ban Ki-Moon,
Secretary General of United Nations, 3 United Nations Plaza, New York NY, 10017, USA

His Excellency Koichiro Matsuuma,
Director General, UNESCO, 7, Place de Fontenoy, 75352 Paris 07, France

Media (international, National, local) newspapers, radio/TV, websites



