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Wirtteniin: 4787, the Constitution was
signedi onr September 17th. Buit it Wash't
bRl 1788 that It Was ratified by, the
AEcessany/ nine states.

The U.S. Constittition was prepared in
secret, behind locked dooers that were
guarded 1By sentries.
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Seme: ofi the: original firamers and nany.
delegates in the state raufying
CONVENUIeRS Were Very: troukled that the
eliginal Censtitltien lacked a descrpiien
eff Individualtrights. Inl 1794, AmEricans
added a list off rights) te the Constitution.
Fhe first ten amendments hecame known

as The Bill of Rights —
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Of the 55 delegates attending the
Constitutienall Convention, 39 signed and
3 delegates dissented. Thwor el Americars
“founding| fiathers: didn't sign; the
Constituiien. Themas Jeffersen Was
[epresenting his country in Erance and
JohnrAdamsi was dolng the same in Great
Britain —




EStalblished on Nevember 26, 1789, the
first:national “Thanksgiviing Day= Was
eliginally created by George Washingtion
as a Way: off “giving thanks* for the
Constituion,
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Off the written nationall constitutions, the ULS.
Constitution Is the eldest and shortest.

At 81, Benjamin Erankiin ol Pennsylvania Was
ihe eldest delegate at the Constitutienal
Convention and at 26, Jenathen Dayten of New
Jersey was the youngest.




e originalfConstitltien: IS;en| display: ai
e National Archives in \Washington, D.C.
Wiheni the: Japanese homned Pear Hamor,
it Was: moeved (o) Fort Knex: for
safekeeping.
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Fhe ULS. Constitution Was Wrtten 1in the same
Pennsylvania Stater iHeuse Where the [Declaration
of Independence was signed and Wherne George
Washingten received RISt commission| as
Commeanader off the Continentall Army. Noew: called
Independence: Hall, the building still stands
teday on’ Independence: MalltimrPailadelphia,
directly acroess firom the National Constltutlon
Center. T
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Mererthan 11,000 amendments have Been
Introduced 1R Congress. Thity: three have
gene to the states 1o ke ratfied anad
WWenty: Seven lnave received the necessany
appreval fireom the states teractually.
pecome amendments torthe Constitution,
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Constitution Eun Eacts

x At 81, Benjamin Erankiin:, the “Sage ofi the
Constitutional’ Conventien™ , Was' the oldest
delegate and at 26, New: Jersey:s; Jenathon

Dayten Was the' yeungest.
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Constitution Eun Eacts

s e first state te ratify the Censtitution Was
Delaware. The'last of the erginall 13, states

10 ratiiy, was Rhede: Isliand
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Constitution Eun Eacts

s George Washington was the: tallest; delegate
10 the Constituiionall Convention at 6- 2.

s His fellew: Virginian,, James Viadison, Was the
shoentest at 5" 4
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Constitution Eun Eacts

x Altheugh e was the presiding| officer for the

Constitutienal Convention, George
Washingten did: noet actually, participate i the
debates. During the Cenvention's recesses,

RIS favenite: pastine Was fiskingl Inrthe wWaters

near Valley Forge
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Constitution Eun Eacts

x More than 11,000ramendments; have Been
Introduced In'Congress. 33 have gene te the
states 1o be ratified and' 27 hasi received the
Necessany: approval frem) states; te hecome

Constitutional’ Amendments
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Constitution Eun Eacts

x Disagreements; at the convention Were se
constant and tense that Benjamin Erankiin
pPrepoesed that the: delegates) starnt each day
WIthi argroup: prayer — andithey coulainet

agree on that,

i



Constitution Eun Eacts

x [lhree ofi the original states — Vassachusetts,
Connecticli andl Georgia — didinoet get areund
10 ratifiying the Bill off Rights until 1939, 150
years after it Was; erginally proposed.
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Constitution Eun Eacts

s [t wasra particulandy:hot and htmid summer in
Philadelphia wihen the firamers met. Ben
Erankiiniwas knewn te) Use a special invention
Off NIs 10 ceo)l offf — a rocking chalr equipped
WIth a fan| pewered by iits ewn motion.  he
framers kept the Windews closed to keep; thelr
deliberations; confidential




Constitution Eun Eacts

s [lhe Constitutienall Convention: egan in
Philadelphia en May: 25, 1967, he decument
Was signed on September 17 and ratified on
June: 21, 1786
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“ln'each generation, With tellsiand tears, we
ave had teream eur hertage again... liwe: fail
new,, then we will-have: fergetten in antndance
What werleamediin hardship: that democracy
[ests on faith, that fireedony asks more: thamn i
gives; and the judgment ofi Ged Is harshest en
ihese W are most favered....”

Presiaent Lynaon Jonnsons 1965 lnavgural Aaaress



“Ereedon IS tie recognitien that no single
PENSeN, N6 Single authoerity 6r gevemment has: a
MeNeRoIY erIthe truth;, Ut that every indiviaual
lifier ISt Infinitely precious;, that every: ene: of us put
QR thIS earti Ras Been put ere fer a reasen and
nas; something| to: ofifer...”

Presigent rRonala Reagan, viay: 34, 1956
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